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FADE IN:

EXT. MALIBU CANYON ROAD - DAY

ABBEY TREANOR (44) drives a pickup on a winding canyon road. 
She’s an attractive woman, with long, light brown hair 
blowing in the wind. She sings to country music. 

The truck’s on-board computer flashes. A brake symbol appears 
with the words ‘ANTILOCK ERROR.’ The brakes don’t work.

She eases off the accelerator and the truck slows. 

The on-board computer flashes. A cruise control speedometer 
moves to 130 mph. 

The truck shifts to low gear and accelerates. 

The doors are locked. 

She braces herself as the truck slams through a guardrail. 

Country music echoes in the canyon.

INT. SAN DIEGO FANTASY CONFERENCE - DAY

SUPER: “Two Years Later.” 

JOHN TREANOR (52), a greying, but handsome man, signs from a 
stack of books. People are in line; some dressed in colonial 
outfits like they came from a TEA Party event. 

A TEENAGE BOY stands next to his FATHER and talks to John. 
There is a sign behind John with the title, ‘Matt Miller in 
the Colonies.’

TEENAGE BOY
I’d do way more if I knew the 
future.

JOHN
Like what?

TEENAGE BOY
Make a laser gun and sell it.

JOHN
Matt wants to help people. 



FATHER
I would bet on sports, or buy stock 
in Apple when it was like, three 
cents.

John smiles and continues signing. 

INT. VENTURA GIRL'S ACADEMY - DAY

Two teachers at a private girl's school. One is a 
sophisticated brunette named CLAIRE MITCHELL (36). Both focus 
on an empty front-row desk. A student has gone missing.

INT. LOS ANGELES POLICE DEPARTMENT - DAY

Detectives in an office at an LA police precinct. SCOTT 
GARDNER (27), a rugged looking LA police detective is 
checking a cell phone. He's good friends with LUKE TREANOR 
(27). Luke is a younger version of his father, John Treanor.

SCOTT GARDNER
It’s your dad.

Luke picks up the phone, walks to his office, and shuts the 
door. 

INTERCUT PHONE CONVERSATION - LUKE’S OFFICE/JOHN’S CAR

John drives through LA traffic. Luke is typing on his 
computer and looking at his monitor.

LUKE
No!

JOHN
I haven’t even asked you the 
question.

LUKE
Try Cancun, it’s Spring Break.

JOHN
She could be hurt somewhere.

LUKE
Do you really believe that?

JOHN
Just find her.
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LUKE
I’ll get into trouble.

JOHN
Aren’t you the wonder kid there? 

LUKE
Don’t push it, Dad.

JOHN
Just two years, then she’ll be some 
professor’s problem.

LUKE
Morning flight to Geneva.

JOHN
(disbelief)

Switzerland?

LUKE
(sarcasm)

No -- New York. 
(typing)

There is a charge in Zermatt, 
Switzerland. 

(typing)
Someplace called the Hotel Alpenhof 
Superior -- probably skiing.

JOHN
Thanks.

LUKE
It’s a federal crime.

JOHN
That Dakota went skiing?

LUKE
Searching without a warrant, wise 
guy.

JOHN
What the hell is she doing in 
Switzerland? 

LUKE
Why does she do anything? 

JOHN
I have to go.
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INT. SWISS TRAIN - NIGHT

DAKOTA TREANOR (16) sits on a train to Zermatt. She's pretty, 
with shoulder length brown hair. Something about her is 
unkept and nervous. German is spoken all around. 

Dakota stares at her reflection in the window and obsessively 
fingers a Black Hills Gold necklace around her neck. 

FLASHBACK: SOUTH DAKOTA BADLANDS - DAY

Dakota (10) walks on a trail with her mother, Abbey Treanor 
(40). 

Dakota tries to keep up with her mother while she stares at 
the painted sandstone cliffs. 

The necklace that Dakota was fingering on the train is around 
her mother’s neck.

ABBEY
Can you hear it?

DAKOTA
Hear what?

ABBEY
The silence.

DAKOTA
You can’t hear silence. 

ABBEY
The Sioux Indians believed this was 
holy ground.

DAKOTA
Why?

ABBEY
Listen again.

DAKOTA
It’s quiet.

ABBEY
Quiet enough to hear God. 

(emphasizes listening)
If you listen closely enough, you 
can hear him too.
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DAKOTA
(tears in her eyes)

I can. I can hear him.

Her tears are so numerous, we wonder if she did hear God.

END FLASHBACK

Dakota wipes angry tears from her eyes. 

The train travels into the snowy mountains.

I/E. VENTURA BEACH HOME - DAY

It's a modest home on the beach in Ventura, California. John 
is packing his skis from the closet. He focuses irritated on 
the empty slot for Dakota’s skis.

JOHN
Ticket!

John uses his cell phone. ANNE MOORE (34), the administrative 
assistant to John’s literary agent answers.

INTERCUT PHONE CONVERSATION - ANDERSON PUBLISHING/JOHN’S 
HOUSE

ANNE
What is it John?

JOHN
I need a First Class ticket from 
LAX to Geneva, Switzerland and then 
reservations at the Hotel Alpenhof 
Superior.

ANNE
(typing)

You realize I’m not your secretary.

JOHN
I could never afford you.

ANNE
Did you lose Dakota again? 

(typing)
Is the hotel in Zermatt?

JOHN
Yes and yes.
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ANNE
Anyone to take care of the dogs?

Two female standard poodles, Charly and Samantha, stand on 
the house deck watching people on the beach. 

JOHN
You’ll have the house all to 
yourselves. 

(thinking)
There’s some art show in Ojai this 
weekend. 

ANNE
You have milk?

JOHN
Just bought it. Be careful when you 
take the dogs out. Samantha’s been 
catching squirrels.

ANNE
You owe us a draft.

JOHN
I’ll finish it on the plane. Then I 
can retire.

INT. HOTEL ALPENHOF - NIGHT

Dakota walks into the hotel lobby carrying her ski bags and 
hands the desk clerk her identification.

DAKOTA
Guten Abend. Mein Name ist Dakota 
Treanor.

INT. BRITISH AIRWAYS FLIGHT - DAY

John is in the first class cabin typing on a computer. 
Another passenger drinking a glass of wine distracts him. 

He watches the sun rising, and then closes his eyes to sleep.

EXT. SWISS SKI SLOPE - DAY

Dakota is skiing on a black diamond trail. She's an expert. 

DAKOTA’S VISION - SKIING FROM HER PERSPECTIVE, we see:

-- The whole slope
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-- Calculation of the path her skis track in the snow. 

-- Angles that predict exit and entry of her skis in the 
powder. 

BACK TO SCENE

Dakota stops abruptly, spraying snow. She takes her goggles 
off. The Matterhorn is visible in the distance. 

She puts her goggles back on and jumps into the hill. 

She accelerates blindly into a clearing, shoots out, and 
collides with another skier.

EXT. SWISS SKI SLOPE - DAY

Dakota opens her eyes. She lies flat on her back and stares 
into the face of EUGEN MUELLER (18), a blonde German 
university student. 

EUGEN
Geht es dir gut?

DAKOTA
Fine. Um.

(struggles to find the 
words)

Ich denke, dass ich fein bin.

EUGEN
(German accent)

Then, why don’t you watch where 
you're going.

DAKOTA
Ich entschuldige mich. 

(beat)
Are we speaking German or English?

EUGEN
Your German is poor.

Eugen pulls her to her feet. She slips again. He catches her 
and prevents them both from falling. He gently sets her back 
on her feet. She smiles.

DAKOTA
What about you? Geht es dir gut?

EUGEN
I will be sore tomorrow.
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DAKOTA
A big strong man like you? 

She snaps her skis back on.

EUGEN
You must have been going fifty 
kilometers per hour.

DAKOTA
I said I was sorry.

(reaches hand out)
Dakota Treanor. I am staying at the 
Alpenhof if you're interested in 
discussing this further. I must be 
going.

Dakota gives a shy, flirting smile and kicks herself back 
down the hill. 

The boy watches her move away. 

INT. SWISS TRAIN - NIGHT

It's snowing outside. 

John sits on a train from Geneva to Zermatt, maybe the same 
one as Dakota. He stares at his reflection in the window.

FLASHBACK: PSYCHIATRIST’S OFFICE - DAY

John sits with his wife, Abbey (37). The nurse comes out with 
Dakota (7). She’s a happy little girl.

INT. PSYCHIATRIST’S OFFICE - DAY

John and Abbey sit across from a young female doctor.

PSYCHIATRIST
High functioning, but definitely 
autism. 

ABBEY
Autism? Just because she can’t sit 
still in school?

PSYCHIATRIST
There have been a lot of 
advancements in this area. 

The doctor writes a prescription and tears it from a pad. The 
sound is slow and loud, and it makes John shudder. 
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I/E. DRIVING IN VENTURA - DAY

John and Abbey drive a car through Ventura farmland. 

They pass by a fruit stand. Sprinklers water the strawberry 
fields. The Pacific Ocean is in the horizon. 

Dakota sits in back frantically playing a hand-held video 
game. She seems a little autistic.

ABBEY
We should get this filled.

JOHN
Let me see.

She hands the prescription. 

John crumbles it and throws it out the window. 

The paper dances across the street into the gutter. 

ABBEY
John!

JOHN
You know what that crap’ll do to 
her brain. We’ll never find her 
again. It’s not even autism. 

(fumes)
She’s obsessive and can’t pay 
attention. I get it, but we're not 
going to medicate her.

ABBEY
You're no expert on autism!

JOHN
What do you think the meds will do?

ABBEY
Help her stay in school.

JOHN
We’ll find another school.

The car pulls into a drug store parking lot, moves slowly 
into a parking space, backs out, then speeds away. They do 
not stop.

END FLASHBACK
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INT. SWISS TRAIN - NIGHT

John stares out the window with resolve on his face.

INT. HOTEL ALPENHOF RESTAURANT - NIGHT

Dakota sits in a lodge-style restaurant with a laptop. She 
drinks water, mumbles to herself and rearranges salt and 
pepper shakers. More symptoms of autism.

DAKOTA
(typing)

Let’s see where you are now.

Eugen Mueller, walks into the restaurant. He works up the 
nerve to introduce himself.

EUGEN
Haben Sie irgendeine Quetschungen 
von heute?

DAKOTA
Quetschungen? 

(thinking)
Oh, a very big one on my leg. What 
about you? Any bruises?

EUGEN
(German accent)

A few.
(looks around)

Is your family here?

DAKOTA
I’m alone.

EUGEN
May I sit down?

Dakota motions to a chair and he sits. She folds her computer 
slowly, reluctantly. 

She fights nervousness and hides her trembling hands.

EUGEN
You're here alone, from America?

DAKOTA
For now. Where is your family?

EUGEN
I am here with friends from 
university.
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DAKOTA
Are you hungry?

INT. ALPENHOF HOTEL LOBBY - NIGHT

Dakota and Eugen walk. They stop to talk. Both are shy.

DAKOTA
I liked dinner.

EUGEN
Ich habe eine gute Zeit gehabt.  

DAKOTA
(shy smile)

Mich auch.

Their kiss is awkward, then they become better at it. 

John Treanor walks into the lobby with his luggage.

JOHN
Uh Um!

DAKOTA
Hello Daddy.

Eugen steps away from Dakota uncomfortable.

JOHN
Don’t ‘Hello Daddy’ me! You know 
how worried you make me.

Eugen stands straight and reaches his hand out to shake.

EUGEN
Hello, Herr Treanor. I am Eugen 
Mueller.

JOHN
Would you be able to give my 
daughter and me some privacy?

DAKOTA
(to Eugen)

You have my number.

EUGEN
Ja. I will call.

(to John)
With your permission, of course, 
Herr Treanor.
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JOHN
She's only sixteen.

EUGEN
I am eighteen -- not much older.

JOHN
(resigned)

Fine. We have a family issue. 

EUGEN
(nods)

Guten abend.

DAKOTA
(smiling shyly)

Guten abend, Eugen.

They both watch Eugen walk away.

JOHN
Making out in a hotel lobby?

DAKOTA
About time someone kissed me.  

JOHN
Can I trust you to meet me back in 
the restaurant in thirty minutes?

DAKOTA
(overly enthusiastic)

Sure Daddy!

John gives his daughter a dirty look.

INT. HOTEL ALPENHOF RESTAURANT - NIGHT

Dakota and John sit in the same restaurant where Dakota had 
dinner with Eugen. John drinks wine.

DAKOTA
Are you an alcoholic?

JOHN
I’m not the one that’s unreliable.

DAKOTA
You drink every night. 

JOHN
I was in first class for twelve 
hours and didn’t have a drink. 
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DAKOTA
Coffee, alcohol, tobacco -- too 
many bad habits.

JOHN
I’d give them all up if you 
promised never to run away again.

Dakota drinks her orange juice and looks skittish and 
nervous. We see her consciously calm herself.

JOHN
Why Zermatt?

DAKOTA
It’s close to Geneva.

JOHN
Why Geneva?

DAKOTA
The computer is in Geneva that 
downloaded maintenance records from 
Luke’s truck.

JOHN
The Chevy?

Dakota nods.

JOHN
That could be anyone. The insurance 
company investigated me for six 
months.

DAKOTA
Five million dollars in life 
insurance? 

JOHN
I didn’t know Mom had that much. 
Your grandmother was an insurance 
agent and Mom was a big executive. 
Perfect combination, I guess.

DAKOTA
Someone checked the maintenance 
records on Luke’s truck three weeks 
before the crash.

JOHN
So?
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DAKOTA
Someone in Geneva cares about 
Luke’s Chevy?

JOHN
How did you find this?

DAKOTA
I was trying to learn about trucks. 

(sad)
Thinking a lot about Mom lately. 
Anyway, I found it.

INT. SWISS TRAIN STATION - DAY

They wait for a train to Geneva. Eugen shows up, and John 
gives Dakota a dirty look. 

Dakota kisses him lightly on the lips. 

The boy is uncomfortable.

EUGEN
Good morning Herr Treanor!

JOHN
Good morning Eugen.

John looks irritated at his daughter. She returns his stare 
innocently.

DAKOTA
He’s our translator.

EXT. GENEVA STREET - DAY

They walk looking for the address. 

Dakota has her phone out and is giving directions. 

DAKOTA
Up ahead. 

(looks at Eugen)
Find out who lives there and try to 
get a look around.

Eugen holds a clipboard.

EUGEN
(reads the clipboard)

Lutherische Weltentlastung?

14.



John looks over at Dakota.

DAKOTA
It’s from the local church. 
Lutheran World Relief.

JOHN
He's going to convince them to buy 
cows and chickens for third-world 
countries?

DAKOTA
He's going to get names and 
addresses.

(stops)
This is where we wait.

They watch Eugen walk to the entrance of the building and 
knock. No one answers. 

He moves to the side of the building, appears again, waves.

They walk cautiously to him.

EUGEN
There is no one inside. 

DAKOTA
That can’t be true. 

EUGEN
No one has occupied the building 
for a long time. 

DAKOTA
I want to go in.

JOHN
How?

INT. EMPTY BUILDING - DAY

John picks himself up off the floor after crawling through a 
window. He brushes the dust off.

There is still office furniture in the building.

JOHN
Now what?

DAKOTA
Look around. Find the computer.
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JOHN
There’s nothing here.

DAKOTA
It doesn’t look right.

JOHN
What?

DAKOTA
The dust. The way the furniture is 
sitting. It’s all wrong.

DAKOTA’S VISION - PEOPLE IN THE BUILDING, we see:

-- patterns of the dust as people move

-- people walking through the halls and moving furniture

BACK TO SCENE

DAKOTA
The dust and furniture are wrong. 

JOHN
It’s dust.

DAKOTA
It’s wrong. 

JOHN
They moved out and spread dust over 
everything to make it look like no 
one was here. Really?

DAKOTA
I don’t know what they did.

JOHN
Honey, it’s empty.

A camera lens they cannot see watches them from the ceiling. 

INT. SWISS COFFEE SHOP - DAY

Dakota works on her laptop, oblivious to everything. 

John sits drinking coffee and watching her mannerisms. 

Dakota catches him. She changes her posture to what she 
thinks looks normal and then speaks. 
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DAKOTA
Do you think Eugen will be okay?

JOHN
Why would he not be okay?

DAKOTA
I should never have gotten him 
involved.

She looks around. 

DAKOTA
We're fine in here.

JOHN
Why wouldn’t we be okay?

DAKOTA
If I went to all that trouble to 
punk someone, I’d want to see it.

JOHN
You think someone filmed us going 
into the building?

DAKOTA
I shut the camera’s down in here.

JOHN
You can do that? 

DAKOTA
It’s simple.

JOHN
Why are we here?

DAKOTA
(points at the sign)

Wifi.

JOHN
No, in Switzerland. 

DAKOTA
I needed to be close.

JOHN
(sarcastic)

Right. Makes sense.
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DAKOTA
My mind was going haywire. I had to 
get out of there.

JOHN
Your mother would not have approved 
of this nonsense.

DAKOTA
That’s a stupid thing to say.

JOHN
Her death was an accident. It had 
nothing to do with someone looking 
at records in Geneva. 

DAKOTA
Fine!

(starting to cry)
When we're not doing anything in 
school, I get all nervous and 
jittery. Everyone looks at me. 

JOHN
No one looks at you.

DAKOTA
They can tell I’m a freak show.

JOHN
You haven’t been working out.

DAKOTA
I can’t spend my whole life kicking 
punching bags.

JOHN
It’s the best thing when you start 
to obsess -- you know that.

DAKOTA
You think I can control it, but I 
can’t.

JOHN
You’re not the first teenage girl 
to do this. 

DAKOTA
Do what?

JOHN
Run away from home.
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DAKOTA
(angry)

You don’t understand.

JOHN
You’re trying to prove them all 
right.

DAKOTA
Prove what?

JOHN
That Dakota isn’t normal. 

She glares at him. She knows he’s right. 

JOHN
I’m going skiing tomorrow. You're 
welcome to join me, if you think 
you can keep up. 

DAKOTA
You’ll need to keep up with me.

JOHN
I’ll wake you.

DAKOTA
Let’s have a big breakfast. I got 
hungry yesterday after an hour. 

She knows her father loves her.

INT. BRITISH AIRWAYS FLIGHT - DAY

Dakota and John sit in the First Class cabin.

JOHN
I’d support it if you wanted to see 
the psychiatrist again.

DAKOTA
He can’t fix genetics.

JOHN
We all have issues.

DAKOTA
You have no idea.
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JOHN
Your mother fought shyness her 
whole life. I have social anxiety 
disorder.

DAKOTA
Just because parties make you tired 
doesn’t mean you have social 
anxiety disorder! 

JOHN
My point is that everyone has a 
challenge. We can’t fix your 
genetics, so you’ll have to cope.

DAKOTA
I’ve gotten worse the last two 
years.

JOHN
(insensitive)

You’re a teenager -- life is 
horrible. Get used to it

DAKOTA
That’s so helpful.

I/E. ABINGTON INDUSTRIES - DAY

A gleaming corporate office in London and then a CEO Suite.

CAMILLA KENDALL ABINGTON, MD, PhD, (52) sits at her desk. 
She's a tall blue-blood, wealthy, well-dressed and usually 
the smartest person in the room. 

An UNDERLING MAN (42) talks across a desk. 

UNDERLING MAN
Food stores and medical access are 
net-stable across the globe. 

(pause)
We increased access to programs by 
sixteen thousand people this year.

CAMILLA ABINGTON
I would have thought at least 
thirty.

UNDERLING MAN
We're shut out completely in 
Zimbabwe and the Congo.
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CAMILLA ABINGTON
Shut out?

UNDERLING MAN
Everything written off.

CAMILLA ABINGTON
Disgusting! 

(thinks)
Geneva -- what’s the status?

UNDERLING MAN
We're looking for a new site.

CAMILLA ABINGTON
Was that necessary?

UNDERLING MAN
The daughter came looking.

CAMILLA ABINGTON
All the way to Geneva?

UNDERLING MAN
We had it completely wiped. We have 
protocols that prevent breeches 
from escalating.

CAMILLA ABINGTON
I don’t want us connected with that 
accident, in any way. 

UNDERLING MAN
Anything else I need to know?

CAMILLA ABINGTON
What are you asking, exactly?

UNDERLING MAN
Could someone else have used our 
surveillance?

CAMILLA ABINGTON
Just make sure our tracks are 
covered.

INT. LOS ANGELES POLICE DEPARTMENT - DAY

John and Dakota sit in Luke’s police department office. It's 
a big room filled with keyboards and monitors. 

Luke types while they situate themselves. 
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Dakota lays her laptop down on Luke’s desk unopened. It will 
kill her to ask her big brother for help. 

Scott Gardner opens the door.

SCOTT GARDNER
How are you Mr. Treanor? Dakota?

JOHN
Very good, Scott.

SCOTT GARDNER
How is Sara?

JOHN
Come over for dinner and ask her 
yourself.

SCOTT GARDNER
(smiles knowingly)

She’s not the type that hangs 
around with cops.

JOHN
It would be a nice change.

SCOTT GARDNER
Invite me, and I’ll come.

JOHN
Sometime soon.

Scott turns to leave.

SCOTT GARDNER
Take care.

They wait for the door to shut.

JOHN
Why can’t your sister be interested 
in a man like that?

DAKOTA
She likes artsy types.

JOHN
Too many artists in the house 
lately.

Luke types on his computer, smiling.
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LUKE
Did you come to talk to me, or to 
find a husband for Sara?

DAKOTA
You -- I guess. We need your help.

LUKE
(looks at Dakota’s 
computer)

You mean you can’t solve all your 
problems with Banana Junior. 

DAKOTA
(sneer)

Banana what?

LUKE
Forget it.

DAKOTA
Who looked at your truck’s 
maintenance records before Mom’s 
crash?

LUKE
(typing as they watch)

How did you stumble onto 
maintenance records for my pickup?

(surprised)
I signed for your credit cards?

DAKOTA
Dad cancelled my others.

LUKE
You want to get me fired?

DAKOTA
It would serve you right. You call 
yourselves cyber terrorism experts 
and any sixteen-year-old can hack 
your account? 

LUKE
(laughing)

Not any sixteen-year-old.
(typing again)

I’ve reported your cards stolen. 
You’ll need to find another way to 
finance your next trip.
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DAKOTA
You would never have known. 

(impatient)
Tell us who looked at the records!

LUKE
You’re obsessing. It could be 
finance people -- insurers -- 
manufacturers. There are lots of 
reasons to look at records.

DAKOTA
They did it from Geneva. 

LUKE
Nothing was wrong with the truck. 
Scott’s team checked it fully.

DAKOTA
They missed something.

JOHN
We should have him for dinner this 
weekend and get more details.

LUKE
(looks at the computer)

You’re being crazy.

DAKOTA
You’re just too stupid to find it.

LUKE
Says the crazy one!

JOHN
Let’s all calm down, children.

INT. VENTURA GIRL'S ACADEMY - DAY

John and Dakota walk with Claire Mitchell through Ventura 
Girls Academy. All three have done this before. 

CLAIRE
(to John)

There can’t be any more incidents 
for the rest of the year. Peter is 
getting pressure from the other 
parents.

JOHN
Dakota needs to make the promise.
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DAKOTA
I promise.

JOHN
You’ve promised before.

DAKOTA
I meant it before.

JOHN
Mean it more this time.

INT. PRINCIPALS OFFICE - DAY

John sits across a desk from PETER ANTAL (42). 

Peter Antal is the principal of Ventura Girls Academy. Peter 
finds no special charm in Dakota or her father. 

PETER ANTAL
They pay the same tuition and 
expect their children to be 
educated free of distractions.

JOHN
You don’t have to explain anything 
to me.

PETER ANTAL
She can’t keep disappearing.

JOHN
I agree.

PETER ANTAL
There are doctors that can help. 
Parents from this school even.

JOHN
She’s been to doctors.

PETER ANTAL
Medications?

JOHN
She won’t take them.

PETER ANTAL
You should insist.

JOHN
They make her sleepy. 
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John pulls out his checkbook.

JOHN
I heard the soccer field needs 
work.

PETER ANTAL
You can’t fix this every time by 
donating to the school.

JOHN
Please Peter? Help me get her 
through two more years. 

INT. VENTURA GIRL'S ACADEMY - DAY

John walks from the principal’s office. 

Claire sees him in the hall. It doesn’t feel like she's there 
by accident. John is glad to see her.

CLAIRE
How did it go?

JOHN
You’re getting a new soccer field.

CLAIRE
Writing novels must pay well. 

(beat)
I’ll try to keep better tabs. 
Sometimes I can tell when she's 
ready to run.

JOHN
Claire, thanks for all your help. 

CLAIRE
She has a good heart. She’s a 
teenager. They come with special 
challenges even when they don’t 
have the IQ of a supercomputer. 
Keep reminding yourself.

JOHN
I try.

John lingers as he turns to leave as if he wanted to say 
something. You get the feeling he was going to ask her out.  
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EXT. VENTURA BEACH - DAY

John runs on the beach in Ventura CA. The two poodles run 
behind unleashed in the surf. 

John waves to people as they pass. The lifeguards drive by in 
their jeeps.

LIFEGUARD
(calling out)

Put them on a leash John.

JOHN
(points to pockets)

I have them right here.

John finishes in front of his beach home. He stretches and 
watches people walk by. He's not immune to sneaking a glance 
or two at the beautiful women as they pass. 

John calls the dogs, and they walk to the front of the house. 
He sees Sara’s car.

John walks into his home, and there is a man with long dark 
hair sitting at his kitchen table drinking coffee and working 
on a large Apple computer. The man does not acknowledge him. 

The poodles notice the man and sit on each side of him. 

The Samantha barks to get his attention. John sits down at 
the table to drink his coffee. Samantha barks again.

The man looks at John.

KYLE
Can you get this dog out of here? 
I’m working against a deadline.

JOHN
She’s not used to strange men in 
her kitchen.

KYLE
I didn’t even know Sara had dogs.

JOHN
They’re my dogs.

KYLE
You are?

SARA TREANOR (25), an attractive brunette, walks into the 
room to see why Samantha is barking. 
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SARA
Samantha! Quiet!

She notices her father.

SARA
Hi Daddy.

JOHN
I didn’t know we were having 
company this morning.

SARA
This is Kyle.

JOHN
Hi Kyle. Pleased to meet you.

KYLE
Hey man. Me too.

Kyle goes back to working. John gives Sara a dirty look and 
motions his head to the door. 

Sara returns his look, but John does not give up motioning.

SARA
Kyle. We have family coming over. 
Little kids and all. You might want 
to go down to Starbucks and finish.

KYLE
Kids?

SARA
Yeah, kids.

KYLE
Outta here then babe. I gotta get 
these photos on-line.

He folds his computer, walks with Sara to the door, kisses 
her.

KYLE
See you tonight babe?

SARA
Wouldn’t miss it.

KYLE
(looks at John)

You coming? Stuff’s going fast. 
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JOHN
(parrots Sara)

Wouldn’t miss it.

KYLE
Cool. You won’t regret.

The door shuts. John watches from the deck as Kyle gets into 
a new Porsche.

JOHN
That’s the artist you’ve been 
talking about?

(noticing the car)
He makes a living?

SARA
More than just a living. He’s rich.

JOHN
Go figure. The land of opportunity.

(beat)
You fly all night?

SARA
Kyle needed to get back.

JOHN
Did you know your sister went 
missing?

SARA
She always goes missing.

JOHN
She’s still working through issues.

SARA
The only issue is that she has you 
wrapped around her finger.

INT. VENTURA BEACH HOME - DAY

Dakota is watching TV and working on her laptop.

VIEW - DAKOTA’S COMPUTER SCREEN

Dakota is on the Chevy website, working with a program to 
design a custom pickup truck. She talks to herself.
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DAKOTA
How could a pickup truck cost sixty 
thousand dollars?

VIEW - BACK TO DAKOTA

Types again.

VIEW - DAKOTA’S COMPUTER SCREEN

DAKOTA
No lift kit. Let’s see. Delivery 
date, April 2nd. Okay.  

She presses the purchase button.

John walks in and sits while she finishes. She shuts her 
laptop. John looks at her suspiciously. 

JOHN
How was the rest of your day?

DAKOTA
I pretended I was normal and sat 
there with my hands on my desk.

JOHN
You had better thank Ms. Mitchell, 
the next chance you get.

SARA
(calling from the kitchen)

Isn’t that the cute one?

DAKOTA
(calls back)

That’s her. Dad likes.

JOHN
She watches out for you.

DAKOTA
The long legs don’t have anything 
to do with it?

JOHN
Didn’t even notice.

DAKOTA
I saw you looking.

Sara stands in the doorway.
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SARA
You should ask her to dinner.

JOHN
Dakota’s teacher?

SARA
You talk to her enough.

JOHN
Feels a little weird.

DAKOTA
You have to start dating sometime.

SARA
I agree.

JOHN
I’m too busy.

DAKOTA
Drinking and typing?

John gives her a dirty look, but the challenge has been made. 

INT. JOHN’S CAR - DAY

John is driving in his BMW, and the CHEVY DEALER (36) calls.

JOHN
Hello.

CHEVY DEALER
Could I speak to Mr. Treanor?

JOHN
Speaking.

CHEVY DEALER
Oh, hi Mr. Treanor. The truck will 
be prepped by two o’clock. I just 
wanted to let you know, there is 
something wrong with the bed liner. 
You can take it today, and I 
promise to have the liner delivered 
and installed by next Tuesday. 
Would that be okay?

JOHN
You must have the wrong number. I 
didn’t order a truck.
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CHEVY DEALER
This is John Treanor, right? 

JOHN
Yes.

CHEVY DEALER
I had a message that you would be 
dropping your daughter off to pick 
up the truck this afternoon. Zero 
percent financing.

JOHN
Yeah?

(resigned)
Zero percent? I guess you can’t 
beat that.

EXT. CHEVY DEALER - DAY

John stands with the dealer at the truck. He holds paperwork 
showing the purchase.

CHEVY DEALER
It was an internet purchase. Forty 
thousand cash transfer and the 
final thirteen were financed. 

(thinking)
Could someone have bought the truck 
for you as a gift? 

JOHN
I don’t even want to talk about it.

EXT. CHEVY DEALER - DAY

Dakota steps out of a cab with her friend, SUNDAY RILEY (17). 

John and the Chevy Dealer watch the girls walk into the 
dealership.

John likes Sunday, and this prevents him from showing how 
angry he is with his daughter. 

DAKOTA
Hi Daddy.

JOHN
Meet my daughter Dakota and her 
friend Sunday.
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SUNDAY
Hi Mr. Treanor.

CHEVY DEALER
I’ve met them both.

JOHN
You’ve met?

DAKOTA
We like to look at pickups.

CHEVY DEALER
(to John)

You have someone to drive your 
truck home now.

JOHN
(taunting)

Dakota still has her learner’s 
permit. She failed her driver’s 
test again, two weeks ago. 

Dakota gives him a dirty look.

JOHN
Sunday would you follow us home in 
my car? I’d like some private time 
with my daughter in our new truck.

INT. CHEVY PICKUP - DAY

Dakota is attempting to back out and is having trouble.

DAKOTA
Can we turn a backup camera on or 
something? 

JOHN
Where did you get the money to buy 
a pickup truck?

DAKOTA
You’ll only get mad.

JOHN
I’m mad already.

DAKOTA
My trust fund.
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JOHN
The trust fund you’re not supposed 
to have access to until you are 
thirty-five?

DAKOTA
It’s just a loan. I’ll pay it back

JOHN
Now, tell me why.

INT. VENTURA BEACH HOME - DAY

John and Dakota wait to turn into the driveway of the house. 
Another car is coming down the road, but it's still very far 
away. Dakota is a nervous driver. 

JOHN
Are you gonna park?

DAKOTA
Another car is coming. 

JOHN
You have plenty of time.

DAKOTA
It’s too close. What if I have to 
back out?

JOHN
You’ll never pass your test if you 
can’t make the decision to pull 
into a parking space.

Eventually, they park the truck. 

Luke and Scott watch from the deck of the beach home. Sunday 
follows after and parks John’s BMW. 

John and Dakota wait for her.

JOHN
You staying for dinner?

SUNDAY
Sure, Mr. Treanor, if that’s okay.

JOHN
Always glad to have you.
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LUKE
(calls)

Where did you get the truck?

JOHN
Ventura Chevrolet.

LUKE
Just like my old one.

DAKOTA
That’s the idea, dummy.

INT. VENTURA BEACH HOME - NIGHT

Their housekeeper CARMEN (38) serves them dinner. Sara has 
joined them. She's talking to Scott Gardner. John watches, 
hoping something will happen. 

They drink wine. Dakota gives her father dirty looks every 
time he takes a sip.

SCOTT GARDNER
The truck checked out. 

DAKOTA
Somebody wanted to know about it 
before it crashed. Then they hid 
the fact that they checked.

LUKE
(sarcastically)

Not from you evidently. 
(beat)

I couldn’t find anything.

DAKOTA
I’m not surprised.

JOHN
The building was empty and covered 
in dust.

DAKOTA
It’s too late. The evidence has 
disappeared.

Dakota grabs her purse from the side of her chair and pulls 
out a card. She hands it to her father

JOHN
Comic-con? So what?
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LUKE
Science-geek Mecca. Dad goes every 
year. 

JOHN
To promote my books.

SARA
You went before that.

JOHN
I had lunch with William Shatner. 

(thinking)
Amazing man.

DAKOTA
Computer geeks go there too. 

LUKE
So?

DAKOTA
Eugen found that behind one of the 
drawers in the building.

LUKE
The abandoned building in Geneva?

(thinks)
Who is Eugen?

JOHN
Some German guy she was making out 
with in the hotel lobby.

DAKOTA
He called me yesterday.

SCOTT GARDNER
What are you trying to prove, going 
to Geneva and all of that?

DAKOTA
My mom’s death wasn’t an accident. 

SCOTT GARDNER
It was your brother’s truck. 

DAKOTA
Then they were after Luke.

(looks at her bother)
Were you working on something 
dangerous?
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LUKE
Like what?

DAKOTA
With Russians or Cartel people, 
like on television.

LUKE
If a cartel wanted me dead, they’ve 
had two years.

DAKOTA
They could be waiting for the right 
time.

SCOTT GARDNER
We did a full investigation -- 
nothing suspicious -- nothing.

LUKE
Mom’s death was an accident. You 
gotta let it go.

INT. VENTURA BEACH HOME - NIGHT

It’s late. The housekeeper, Carmen, has left. John is waving 
from the second-story deck to Luke and Scott as they pull 
away. 

John returns to help everyone clean.

JOHN
Scott sure is a nice man.

SUNDAY
He’s hot.

JOHN
See Sara, he’s hot.

DAKOTA
He always calls Dad ‘Sir.’

JOHN
A nice change around here.

SARA
We can all call you ‘Sir’ if that 
will make you happy.
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JOHN
My daughter marries a man who 
treats her like a queen -- that 
would make me happy.

Sara rolls her eyes. They have had this conversation before.

EXT. THE COUNTRY OF ZAMBIA - DAY

SUPER: “Northern Zambia, SBH Relief Camp” 

African refugees receive food handed out from the back of 
cargo trucks. The trucks have logos that depict a globe and 
the initials SBH. 

People are happy. Each gets as much as they can carry. 

Army vehicles arrive, and soldiers step out with AK-47’s and 
point them at the relief workers. 

The sound of machine gun fire. 

EXT. VENTURA BEACH HOME - DAY

John inspects the pickup and talks to Sara, who is loading 
the back of her car with paintings.

JOHN
It’s the weekend!

SARA
Another show tonight.

JOHN
Do they even know you have a law 
degree from Stanford?

SARA
It’s never come up.

JOHN
When are you going to use your 
education?

SARA
I use it every day.

JOHN
As a lawyer.
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SARA
You always said I could do anything 
with a Stanford law degree.

JOHN
You misunderstood.

SARA
I love you Daddy.

JOHN
I love you too, Sweet Pea.

SARA
You and Dakota okay?

JOHN
She’s going through a bad time.

SARA
Take her computer like Mom used to. 

She gets in her car and drives off. The poodles stand in the 
bed of the pickup truck and watch her leave. 

John looks up at them. 

JOHN
You guys want to go for a ride?

The dog’s ears perk up.

JOHN
Let’s go!

EXT. VENTURA ACADEMY - DAY

John has pulled into the beach home with the pickup. He eases 
the gate down to allow the dogs to jump out of the bed. 

Dakota and Sunday walk into the front yard to wait for 
Sunday’s parents. John sees Dakota’s laptop in her bag, waves 
her over. Sunday knows to stay put. 

JOHN
I’ll need your computer for a few 
days. Give you a chance to focus on 
something else.

DAKOTA
(snippy teenager)

Fine, Anything else, Mom?
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JOHN
No, thanks for asking though.

He accepts the laptop from her.

Sunday’s parents, DAVID RILEY (43) and CASSIE RILEY (41) pull 
up in a Prius. They're very ‘green.’ 

DAVID RILEY
New truck?

JOHN
Yes.

DAVID RILEY
What’s it get, like ten miles to 
the gallon?

JOHN
Fourteen, it says.

DAVID RILEY
When are you going green?

JOHN
I cleaned up garbage on the beach 
this morning. That counts for 
something, right?

DAVID RILEY
You know global warming is a 
scientific fact.

JOHN
Don’t say that too loud around 
here.

DAVID RILEY
Why not?

JOHN
If the polar ice melts and the seas 
rise? Just think what it would do 
to our property values. I still 
have one to put through college.

Dakota and Sunday walk past him and get into the car.

SUNDAY
Thanks for dinner, Mr. Treanor.

JOHN
Anytime, Sunday.

(looks at the Rileys)
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JOHN
What time you guys think you’ll be 
done?

DAVID RILEY 
Around five.

JOHN
Can you drop her off at the Tae 
Kwon Do school?

DAVID RILEY
No problem.

JOHN
No computers for Dakota.

The Prius pulls out and away silently, seeming to make the 
point for the Rileys about the advantages of a green vehicle.

INT. ABINGTON INDUSTRIES - DAY

A young woman, KATHERINE BECKER (26), enters Camilla 
Abington’s office. Camilla motions for her to sit. 

Katherine Becker is a loyal soldier. She's many levels lower 
than Camilla in the organization, but Camilla suspects that 
this will not be the case for long. She has all the right 
building blocks: attractive, smart and ambitious. 

KATHERINE BECKER
A total loss of assets in Zambia -- 
thirty-nine relief workers are dead 
or missing. 

(pause)
It was the Zambian government -- no 
other explanation.

CAMILLA ABINGTON
Seka, that Bastard!

KATHERINE BECKER
How will we respond?

CAMILLA ABINGTON
Publicly we continue like nothing 
happened. 

KATHERINE BECKER
It has to be public -- the 
international community -- the 
American’s even.
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CAMILLA ABINGTON
The cowards at the UN have been 
warning us to leave Zambia for six 
months. 

KATHERINE BECKER
Our American contacts?

CAMILLA ABINGTON
We have their support as long as 
our mission is clandestine.

KATHERINE BECKER
Then they're cowards too.

CAMILLA ABINGTON
The religious right buries the 
Americans. Mention handing out free 
condoms and politicians run for the 
door. 

KATHERINE BECKER
We need to do something, or others 
will be in danger. 

CAMILLA ABINGTON
We will do what we can to protect 
our people.

INT. JOHN’S CAR - DAY

John pulls into the parking lot of Ventura Tae Kwon Do. 

He sits in the car staring at the entrance to the school and 
begins to daydream.

FLASHBACK: VENTURA TAE KWON DO - DAY

John enters the Tae Kwon Do school with young Dakota (8). 
She's in a martial arts uniform with a white belt. 

Students step through a martial arts form. Their movements in 
unison capture Dakota’s attention. 

MASTER KIM (50), a well-preserved Korean man with a black 
belt walks to greet them. He speaks like a staccato Drill 
Sergeant.

MASTER KIM
Welcome back.

(looks at Dakota)
You ready?
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DAKOTA
(shy)

I think.

Johns pulls Master Kim aside while Dakota is distracted 
watching the other students. 

JOHN
I don’t know if your assistant told 
you. Dakota was diagnosed with mild 
autism.

MASTER KIM
(looking at Dakota)

Dakota! Come here!

She's intimidated but follows his instructions.

He rubs his hands together quickly and then opens his palms.

MASTER KIM
Feel.

Dakota reaches out, touches his hands and then pulls away.

DAKOTA
They’re hot!

MASTER KIM
(staccato)

Healing energy for your head. I fix 
you. Now!

He rubs his hands together as she watches and then puts his 
hot hands on both sides of her head. She's surprised at 
first, but then relaxes.

MASTER KIM
Fixed now. Concentrate like other 
students on floor. No excuses! 

(points)
Go join.

Dakota looks up at her dad. He motions and she trots off to 
the instructor in the front of the class. John smiles when 
she takes her place with the other children.

JOHN
Thank you.

MASTER KIM
Tae Kwon Do heals autism. Routine 
and discipline heals. Well known in 
Korea.
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JOHN
We will see.

MASTER KIM
(choppy Drill Sergeant)

You take lessons too. Only way.

JOHN
My schedule is full.

MASTER KIM
You too. The only way. Fifty-five 
for the uniform and one hundred 
forty for the month. In advance. 
See you Wednesday.

The man does not wait for John to answer. He walks back out 
onto the floor and begins correcting a student’s kicks. 

John watches Dakota. She focuses on keeping with the other 
students. 

END FLASHBACK

INT. JOHN’S CAR - DAY

John watches the Riley’s Prius drive into the parking lot. 
Dakota gets out and walks to the entrance to the school. 

John pulls the latch to his car door and steps out. 

He tightens his black belt as he walks. 

INT. VENTURA BEACH HOME - DAY

The garage door is open. John wears mechanics gloves and is 
using a chrome ratchet on the engine of a white, restored 
1970 Dodge Challenger. The fender is blue. 

The dogs have jumped up into the back of the pickup truck 
waiting for someone to take them for a ride. 

Dakota walks down with two friends, a boy and a girl. They 
wear wet suits. She comes into the garage.

DAKOTA
Going surfing.

(looks at dogs)
They want to go for a ride.
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JOHN
We can take them when you get back. 
You need to practice driving your 
new truck for your test.

DAKOTA
It’s your truck now. It’s no good 
to me without a computer. I can’t 
track what happens.

JOHN
Now it’s mine?

DAKOTA
Do you really think I’ll be able to 
pass my test in that thing?

JOHN
You bought it.

DAKOTA
Give my computer back. 

JOHN
No.

DAKOTA
Then I don’t want it. 

Dakota leaves. The dogs stare with expectation while he works 
under the hood of the Challenger. 

Samantha barks at him. Charly jumps down, trots over and 
nudges him. She's smarter than she should be.

JOHN
Fine. Let me clean up.

Samantha barks again.

JOHN
I’m coming.

Charly jumps back up into the pickup. 

John puts the tools back in a red toolbox, shuts the hood of 
the Challenger with a bang and removes his gloves. 

He shuts the pickup gate. They back out and drive down the 
road. 
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INT. CHEVY PICKUP - DAY

John presses the On-Star button while driving. The onboard 
computer lights, and we hear a polite and happy FEMALE VOICE.

FEMALE VOICE
Thank you for purchasing your new 
Chevy. Would you like to set up On-
Star?

JOHN
Are you a real person?

FEMALE VOICE
Yes. I will take you through the 
process.

JOHN
What do I do?

FEMALE VOICE
I have your present location as 
Ventura, California. Is this 
correct?

JOHN
Yes. You can tell where I am?

FEMALE VOICE
Global location is one of the many 
benefits of On-Star.

JOHN
Why is that a benefit?

FEMALE VOICE
We can locate your car in the case 
of an accident and call emergency 
services. We can find it if it's 
stolen.

JOHN
What if thieves are driving it 
across the border?

FEMALE VOICE
We can shut operation of the truck 
down remotely?

JOHN
You can do that?
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FEMALE VOICE
It’s not all about theft. We 
actively monitor your vehicle and 
can adjust acceleration and braking 
to squeeze every last mile out of a 
gallon of gas. 

JOHN
I’m thinking of going green. Sign 
me up.

FEMALE VOICE
Am I speaking to John Treanor?

JOHN
Yes.

FEMALE VOICE
I have the make of the Truck as a 
2014 Silverado. Is this correct?

JOHN
Exactly.

FEMALE VOICE
That’s all it takes. Your On-Star 
system is active. Regular updates 
of your vehicle performance will 
begin immediately.

(checking)
Your first maintenance is an oil 
change at 5000 miles. 

JOHN
How do you keep track of all this?

FEMALE VOICE
It’s stored here at On-Star. We 
link to your vehicle using your on-
board IP address and confidential 
security information.  

JOHN
How do you get the IP address and 
security?

FEMALE VOICE
It’s an encrypted part of every 
maintenance file.

JOHN
The IP address and security are 
part of the maintenance file?
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John looks disturbed. He puts the pieces together.

FEMALE VOICE
Included in every account. Is there 
anything else I can do for you Mr. 
Treanor?

JOHN
Did you say you could adjust the 
vehicle remotely?

FEMALE VOICE
It’s part of the benefit of On-Star

JOHN
Come to think of it, hold off on 
the On-Star for now.

FEMALE VOICE
Oh, Okay. Just contact us anytime 
if you should change your mind. We 
have your information.

John presses the off button. He looks disturbed. 

John presses the trucks phone button.

LUKE
Hello Dad.

JOHN
Hi Luke. 

LUKE
What’s up?

JOHN
Can you stop by when you get back 
into town? We need to talk.

LUKE
Something wrong?

JOHN
In person.

LUKE
Jeez -- I’ll stop by when I get 
home.

JOHN
See you then.
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INT. ZAMBIA - NIGHT

KENNETH SEKA (41), the Zambian Vice President sits at a table 
with various Zambian ministers. They're in a penthouse suite 
in an exclusive luxury hotel in the capital city of Lusaka. 
Seka was educated in the UK and has made every effort to 
adopt the King’s English. 

Seka holds up his glass of wine.

SEKA
A toast to the President.

ALL
The President!

Glasses click. 

The women serving the food look like Europe fashion models. 
The men watch them with anticipation. 

The Bananas Foster comes out in flames. The flickering bowl 
puts on a light show.

Seka begins to eat, and then they all dig in. 

Most are nearly finished when they notice their leader has 
grown quiet. He struggles and begins to cough. He grabs his 
throat, motions that he's choking, then falls to the ground.

The men make no effort to help. It's obvious that the Bananas 
Foster was poisoned. They wait for the next to fall. 

They sit for ten minutes until one man begins eating his 
remaining dessert. 

INT. RONALD REAGAN LIBRARY - NIGHT

John Treanor sits with Dakota and Sara at a round banquet 
table under Air Force One. A subtle blue light bathes the 
tables. 

An ANNOUNCER speaks from a podium in front of a backdrop that 
reads “Cengene Annual Gala.” 

ANNOUNCER
Next, we have the Abigail Treanor 
Foundation Awards. 

(pause)
As many of you are aware, Abigail 
Treanor was Senior Vice President 
of Clinical Development at Cengene. 
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Dr. Treanor’s life was tragically 
cut short in a car accident two 
years ago. 

(waits for the projection)
The following video is a tribute to 
Dr. Treanor’s life and career.

A video plays on the video screen showing the life of Abbey 
Treanor.

SERIES OF SHOTS - ABBEY TREANOR’S LIFE AND CAREER

1. Humble beginnings dusting shelves in a pharmacy in the 
Black Hills of South Dakota

2. Undergraduate at Harvard.

3. University of Cambridge Medical School and her decision to 
go into biotechnology research. 

4. Accomplishments in the biotech industry

5. Wife and mother. 

6. Charitable contributions

John stands at the stage waiting to be introduced.

ANNOUNCER
Presenting the awards tonight will 
be her husband, former Cengene 
scientist and now popular author, 
John Treanor. 

John walks up to the podium to a loud applause.

JOHN
Thanks so much. Thanks.

(waits for applause)
It’s been over two years now since 
we lost Abbey. 

John looks to his two daughters sitting at the table in front 
of him. His voice cracks from emotion.  

JOHN
We miss her dearly. 

(beat)
We all know how much she 
contributed to the scientific 
mission of Cengene. 
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These contributions are nothing 
compared to the impact she had on 
our family. Her daughters -- our 
daughters -- Dakota and Sara are 
sitting in the audience tonight. 

Applause. 

John motions to the girls and they stand briefly and wave.

JOHN
Abbey started the foundation to 
help people on a larger scale. It 
was just like Abbey to want to be a 
mother to the world.

Applause.

JOHN
Today, the Abbey Treanor Foundation 
reaches more people than ever 
before.

INT. RONALD REAGAN LIBRARY - NIGHT

John shakes hands after the awards ceremony along with Sara. 
Many people come by to give condolences and to congratulate 
him on the foundation’s success.

John sees Dakota heading toward the door. 

ROGER MCMILLAN (52) waits patiently to the side. He's an 
Executive Vice President at Cengene, next in line for CEO. He 
has movie star good looks with the stereotypical silver grey 
hair of a corporate executive. 

John leaves Sara to shake his hand.

JOHN
Roger, good to see you again.

ROGER MCMILLAN
The Foundation is growing by leaps 
and bounds. 

JOHN
I don’t think Abbey had any idea it 
would grow this large.

ROGER MCMILLAN
Your involvement’s made the 
difference.
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JOHN
More free time now.

ROGER MCMILLAN
Suppose it’s too late to get you to 
come back to the company in a 
management role?

JOHN
My head would explode if I had to 
write another performance 
evaluation.

ROGER MCMILLAN
At least let us give you office 
space -- maybe some help.

A look of possibility fills John’s face.

JOHN
How much space?

Air Force One, suspended from the ceiling, glimmers with 
reflected blue light.

INT. JOHN’S CAR - NIGHT

They're driving in John’s BMW to Ventura from the Reagan 
Library.

John looks suspiciously at the navigation screen

SARA
That was amazing.

DAKOTA
I can’t believe how many people 
knew Mom.

JOHN
She was a Senior Vice President.

DAKOTA
You sound jealous.

JOHN
She was successful.

(beat)
McMillan offered me a job.

SARA
You going back?
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JOHN
Seriously?

SARA
You’d never be able to fit in.

JOHN
Thanks -- I think. I’m taking space 
on the Cengene campus to run the 
Foundation. I have a secretary.

(beat)
It might be a good place to write.

John looks at Dakota.

JOHN
Where were you?

DAKOTA
Private tour of the exhibits.

SARA
You did not.

DAKOTA
Mrs. James was happy to show me 
around.

JOHN
Mrs. James?

DAKOTA
Senior Citizen Ambassador. I asked 
her about her eight grandchildren. 

JOHN
How did you know she had eight 
grandchildren?

DAKOTA
Online.

JOHN
You did a background check on the 
Senior Citizen Ambassador?

DAKOTA
It was in her Library bio!

SARA
You remembered she had eight 
grandchildren?
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DAKOTA
It’s the forgetting that’s hard.

JOHN
Anything interesting on the tour?

DAKOTA
President Reagan said that there 
was nothing better for the inside 
of a man than the outside of a 
horse. It made me cry; I don’t know 
why.

SARA
Too bad Luke wasn’t here. That 
video of Mom was beautiful.

JOHN
I’ll tell him about it tomorrow.

The move down the Ventura freeway, heading home.

INT. LOS ANGELES, IN AND OUT BURGER - DAY

John and Luke eat hamburgers.

LUKE
How’s Dakota?

JOHN
Back to normal. 

(beat)
Well, as normal as things get.

LUKE
You going to ask her teacher out?

JOHN
How’d you know about that?

LUKE
Better move fast. You don’t want 
some young handsome man stepping 
in.

JOHN
(joking)

You can’t compete. Women dig me for 
my money.
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LUKE
Interesting as your love life is, 
are you going to tell me what you 
needed to tell in person?

John looks around paranoid. 

JOHN
There is something to Dakota’s 
story. 

LUKE
You believe her? 

JOHN
That truck she bought--

LUKE
She bought?

JOHN
Money from her trust fund.

LUKE
None of us can get into those until 
we're thirty-five!

JOHN
Something about security being lax 
if you just take a loan

LUKE
Can I buy a Porsche with mine?

JOHN
As long as it’s from 1975.

LUKE
Why would I do that?

JOHN
No onboard computer.

LUKE
I love my computer. 

JOHN
Did you know they can change 
braking, oxygen ratios, 
acceleration -- anytime -- from a 
satellite?   

LUKE
Better gas mileage.
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JOHN
They can shut your car down. One 
moment you're driving and the next, 
the car’s dead.

LUKE
Prevents theft.

JOHN
What if you wanted to crash a car?

LUKE
You’d need to hack a satellite --
get codes -- wouldn’t be easy.

JOHN
Did you know the codes are in the 
maintenance records?

LUKE
How’d you find that out?

JOHN
The On-Star girl told me.

LUKE
It’s possible -- I guess.

JOHN
Why do you think someone looked at 
the maintenance records?

LUKE
We can’t confirm someone did.

INT. CENGENE INCORPORATED - DAY

John unpacks office items in a large, well-lit corporate 
office. There is a stack of boxes off to the side. SUSAN 
PARKER (41), an administrative assistant stands in the door.

SUSAN PARKER
You settling in?

JOHN
Glad to get the space back in the 
house. 

Susan motions to the files.

SUSAN PARKER
We brought in some boxes we found 
in Dr. Treanor’s old office.   
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JOHN
More boxes?

SUSAN PARKER
They have foundation labels. Let me 
know what you want to keep. We’ll 
shred the rest. 

JOHN
I thought I had all the records.

INT. CENGENE INCORPORATED - DAY

John picks up one of the old boxes of files and sets it on 
the deck. He shuffles through, pulls a few out.

INT. CENGENE INCORPORATED - NIGHT

It's late, and everyone is gone. John has his wife’s files. 

He pulls out a report; scans it and then returns it.

He pulls out another file, sets it on the desk. It reads, “Ab 
395: African Economic Forecast.”  

He pages through XY and bar graphs that show increases in 
African economic activity over the course of a decade. 

JOHN
Antibody 395 must be damn good.

INT. VENTURA BEACH HOME - DAY

John sits at the kitchen table typing. 

He gets up in frustration and sits back down. He folds the 
screen of the computer. He has writer’s block. 

The dogs watch him pace. 

JOHN
I need to clear my head.

EXT. VENTURA BEACH HOME - DAY

John sitting in his BMW in the driveway, watching the on-
board computer fire up. 

He begins backing out, using the camera.
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He stops and considers the screen. 

JOHN
Damn it!

He pulls the BMW back into the driveway, presses the garage 
door opener and then shuts the engine off. The garage door 
opens revealing the rear bumper of the Dodge Challenger.

EXT. VENTURA BEACH HOME - DAY

John is in the garage, sitting in the Challenger. 

It coughs the signature black smoke of an engine that is 
running rough. John backs the sputtering car out of the 
garage. He gets out and opens the hood. 

John grabs a screwdriver from the tool chest in the garage.

He revs the engine from under the hood. The misfire blows 
out, and the engine runs smoothly. 

EXT. VENTURA STARBUCKS - DAY

John pulls into a parking lot. The normal crowd sits at the 
tables in front of Starbucks.

He sees a space, but decides to park farther away. 

John pulls the muscle car into a space between a Smart Car 
and a Lexus hybrid. It’s a game of which one doesn’t belong.

He has his computer under his arm. 

EXT. VENTURA STARBUCKS - DAY

John sits outside drinking coffee, typing smoothly. Two 
teenage BOYS walk up. 

BOY 1 
Cool car.

John looks up from what he's doing

BOY 2
1970’s Mopar, right?

JOHN
Right.
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BOY 2 
Uses a lot of gas.

JOHN
Live a little, guys.

BOY 1
Aren’t you the author of the Matt 
Miller books? I heard you lived 
around here.

JOHN
That’s me.

BOY 1
The second book wasn’t as good as 
the first.

JOHN
I’ve heard. 

Boy 2 is still looking at the Challenger in the parking lot. 

JOHN
You want to check it out?

John folds his computer, and they follow him to the parking 
lot. Time to educate some youngsters.

JOHN
The big block V-8 is something to 
behold.

BOY 1
Why is the fender blue?

JOHN
Replaced. It’s getting a new paint 
job soon.

EXT. VENTURA BEACH HOME - DAY

John is pulling the Challenger into his driveway. David Riley 
is there with Dakota and Sunday. David is helping Dakota pull 
her violin out of the trunk. 

The garage is blocked, so John pulls the Challenger alongside 
the Riley’s Prius. 

The Challenger sits there rumbling for a moment after John 
shuts the ignition off. It backfires and spits out black 
smoke that wafts into David Riley. 
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JOHN
Needs a tune-up.

David Riley stoops into the window of the Challenger and 
scans the interior - definitely from the 1970’s. 

John waits for compliments that never come.

DAVID RILEY
Belongs in the museum of natural 
history.

JOHN
With the rest of the dinosaurs?

DAVID RILEY
(nods)

Smells like one.

JOHN
You should drive it.

DAVID RILEY
You ever heard of a Faradyne?

JOHN
All electric -- run you about one 
hundred grand.

DAVID RILEY
Not quite. We leased one through 
the business.

(sly smile)
You should drive it. 

JOHN
Can’t give up on my boy here. 

David gets back into his Prius. Sunday is in the passenger 
seat. He starts backing out.

DAVID RILEY
I heard them talking -- Dakota has 
some news.

JOHN
Thanks David.

INT. VENTURA BEACH HOME - DAY

John sits at his kitchen table. He’s writing again. He looks 
up to see Dakota getting milk from the refrigerator.
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JOHN
Mr. Riley said you had something to 
tell me.

DAKOTA
I got a summer internship offer.

JOHN
Details?

DAKOTA
Ms. Mitchell has them. 

(joking)
You remember -- long legs.

JOHN
Don’t get distracted.

DAKOTA
She sent a play that I wrote to a 
contest at Yale. 

JOHN
You write plays? When is it?

DAKOTA
July. 

(rolls eyes)
She said to come down to discuss 
the details.

JOHN
Good, that’s after Comic Con. I was 
hoping we could take our trip to 
the Black Hills too.

DAKOTA
I’m tired of seeing buffalo. When’s 
Comic Con?

JOHN
Late June this year.

DAKOTA
Sunday and I want to go.

JOHN
I don’t have time to keep track of 
you two.

DAKOTA
I won’t complain about South 
Dakota.
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JOHN
Sunday’s parents are okay with 
Comic Con?

DAKOTA
They’re fine with anything that 
doesn’t involve substance abuse or 
carbon emissions.

JOHN
So I can’t imagine why they would 
be okay with me.

INT. JOHN’S CAR - DAY

John is driving his BMW, glaring suspiciously at his 
navigation computer. 

He pulls into the Ventura Girl’s Academy parking lot. 

INT. VENTURA GIRL'S ACADEMY - DAY

John sits in the school office and waits for Claire.

He follows her to her office. He can’t help staring at her 
legs as she walks. He pulls his head up, just as she turns 
back, but she catches him.

CLAIRE
Did Dakota give you any details?

JOHN
Something about Yale -- not much 
more. 

CLAIRE
They have an elite summer theatre 
program -- Shakespeare. 

They stop while she opens the door. She takes a seat behind 
her desk, motions for John to sit, and crosses her legs so he 
can see them - flirting.

INT. CONFERENCE ON GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT - DAY

PROFESSOR CAMILLA KENDALL ABINGTON, MD, PhD, (52) is 
concluding her talk in front of a large view screen. 

The screen shows an African woman with two children in her 
arms and two others wrapped around her waist.
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CAMILLA ABINGTON
How would Adisa’s life be different 
if she could have delayed having 
children?

Roaring applause. A moderator steps up to the microphone.

MODERATOR
Thank you Professor Abington. There 
is time for questions.  

A MAN in the audience steps up to a microphone.

MAN 
You’ve flooded Africa with birth 
control for ten years, and you’ve 
nothing to show for it.  

Many in the audience applause. 

CAMILLA ABINGTON
On the contrary, our programs have 
had a substantial impact.

MAN 
It will never be as simple as 
education and condoms. You can lead 
a horse to water, but you cannot 
make her drink.

CAMILLA ABINGTON
Societies make people drink all the 
time.

MAN  
What are you suggesting?

CAMILLA ABINGTON
African women need one generation 
to break the cycle of poverty. 

MAN 
At the expense of Abington 
shareholders?

CAMILLA ABINGTON
Africa will be a treasure chest for 
a company that develops it.  

MAN 
These nations have no interest in 
supporting Abington. 
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CAMILLA ABINGTON
One decade and Africa will be in a 
growth phase like the world has 
never seen.

INT. LIMOUSINE BACK SEAT - DAY

Camilla Abington is arriving to stay at her family estate. 
They ride past the stables to a stone mansion. Not many homes 
in England rival this one for beauty or history.

INT. ABINGTON MANSION - DAY

Camilla walks into the study. It's a traditional English 
manor room, modified with the latest technology. Two wide-
screen monitors fill the wall.

Her mother, CAROLINE ABINGTON (73), a well-dressed blue-grey 
haired woman, is talking quietly at the window with LAWRENCE 
PADBURY (74). Lawrence is her trusted confident and rumored 
to be her lover for many years. 

Lawrence nods to Camilla as he leaves.

Caroline Abington remains at the window looking out, 
purposely ignoring her daughter. 

Camilla sits in the chair in front of the desk. She's used to 
this kind of treatment from her mother. 

CAMILLA ABINGTON
Get it out Mother. Save me the 
anticipation.

CAROLINE ABINGTON
You’ll have to do better than what 
I saw today.  

CAMILLA ABINGTON
Any idiot can see that handing out 
birth control doesn’t work.

CAROLINE ABINGTON
The board is concerned.

CAMILLA ABINGTON
Put those fossils on the front 
lines and see how they fare.

CAROLINE ABINGTON
It’s the California situation too.
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CAMILLA ABINGTON
It’s contained. 

CAROLINE ABINGTON
Any hint that we had some 
connection would cost our 
shareholders billions. 

CAMILLA ABINGTON
It was an accident, right mother?

INT. ABINGTON INDUSTRIES - DAY

Camilla Abington is talking with Katherine Becker.

CAMILLA ABINGTON
I have an assignment for you. You 
report directly to me. No one else 
can know.

EXT. ABINGTON MANSION COUNTRYSIDE - DAY

Camilla Abington is riding her horse through the English 
countryside. Her horse is beautiful and so is the surrounding 
forest, but stress fills her face.

INT. VENTURA BEACH HOME - NIGHT

John is working on a computer at the Kitchen table. Sara 
stands, waiting for someone to pick her up.

SARA
What did she say?

JOHN
No. I remember what it was like to 
be a teenage boy.

SARA
She have a boyfriend?

JOHN
She said it would be a conflict of 
interest.

SARA
Did she give you any clues?

JOHN
She said maybe we could have a meal 
at Comic Con.
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SARA
Ms. Mitchell is an anime geek?

JOHN
It’s more than anime!

SARA
Both of you going to dress up like 
cartoon characters? Sounds kinky!

JOHN
Don’t you have a date?

Sara looks out the window.

SARA
Speaking of that -- see you later.

JOHN
I’ll be leaving for San Diego 
tomorrow evening with the girls.

INT. VENTURA TAE KWON DO - DAY

Luke is watching Dakota step through Tae Kwon Do forms. She 
has several gold bands on her black belt. Her uniform snaps 
like a whip when she punches.

She finishes by breaking three boards with a sidekick.

His attention moves to woman he has not seen in the school. 
Her braid whips around her head as she kicks a bag. 

Dakota interrupts his stare.

DAKOTA
(O.S)

She could kick your ass.

LUKE
Watch your language.

Dakota walks to the woman, pulls her over. We finally see 
that she's Katherine Becker, Camilla Abington’s assistant.

DAKOTA
Katie, this is Luke, my brother.

Katherine has her bag gloves on and is breathing heavy. She 
taps his hand with her glove and then begins taking them off.

66.



KATHERINE BECKER
Dakota said you're a police 
officer.

LUKE
Computer crime.

DAKOTA
Katie’s here for six months.

KATHERINE BECKER
Don’t know a soul, yet. You guys 
interested in Thai food tonight?

DAKOTA
I’m driving to San Diego.

(looks at brother)
I know you’ll miss me.

LUKE 
I’d love some Thai food.

INT. JOHN’S BMW HEADED TO COMIC CON - NIGHT

John is in the car with Dakota and Sunday.

SUNDAY
What do we do?

DAKOTA
Walk around and look at the people.

JOHN
Maybe you could scout ideas for 
future books. 

DAKOTA
I thought you were going to retire 
after this third one?

JOHN
Maybe.

INT. COMIC CON - NIGHT

Dakota and Sunday are dressed like walking anime dolls, 
walking around in the comic-con opening reception. Their 
costumes are inappropriately sexy.

SUNDAY
What do you want to do?
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DAKOTA
We need to meet everyone on the 
list.

Dakota shows her phone. 

1. Gregor Kindt

2. Hans Klausen

3. Berndt Deichman

4. Andreas Schuman

5. Gretchen Weiss

6. Betina Huffner

DAKOTA
The last three are vendors.

SUNDAY
It’s so crowded.

DAKOTA
I guess -- we just walk around and 
talk.

SUNDAY
About what?

DAKOTA
Dressed like this -- just about 
anything.

SUNDAY
(mocks)

Hi! I’m Sunday. Are you Hans?

DAKOTA
That might work.

MONTAGE - SUNDAY AND DAKOTA WORK THE CROWD AT COMIC CON

-- Sunday pulls Dakota into the crowd.

-- Dakota watches Sunday yuck it up in her costume with a 
group of men.

-- Sunday shoves Dakota towards another group.

-- The girls shake hands with strangely dressed characters.
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-- They're now talking to different people. It's a 
competition over who can talk more.

END MONTAGE

INT. COMIC CON - NIGHT

Dakota and Sunday stand together. The crowd has thinned. 

SUNDAY
I met Hans.

DAKOTA
He the one?

SUNDAY
Not even close.

DAKOTA
How do you know?

SUNDAY
I asked if he knew anything about 
computers. He said, “I hate the 
bloody things.” 

DAKOTA
In German?

SUNDAY
A British guy living in 
Switzerland. Cute for an older man.

DAKOTA
I found Bernd Deichman. Turns out 
he’s about seventy. 

SUNDAY
And?

DAKOTA
He tried to set me up with his 
Grandson -- Andreas Schuman -- 
number four. He’s only fifteen.

SUNDAY
Could it be one of the girls?

DAKOTA
They’re just vendor eye candy.

Sunday checks the list on her phone.
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SUNDAY
Leaves Gregor Kindt. If he’s not 
it, then we’ve wasted a night.

DAKOTA
I’m a completely different person 
in this costume.

SUNDAY
We should get back. Your father 
won’t like it if he sees us in 
these outfits.

DAKOTA
We can’t give up until we find 
Gregor

SUNDAY
Unless you want to scream his name 
so the whole room can hear, I don’t 
know what else to do.

Dakota looks around and shouts.

DAKOTA
Kann hier jemand meinen Laptop 
repariert?

The crowd noise dims, but then returns to normal.

SUNDAY
Shut...up!

DAKOTA
You’re right. We should go before 
my dad catches us.

They turn to leave, but a ‘Lord of the Rings’ elf blocks 
their way.

GREGOR KINDT
Ich kann Computer reparieren.

Both Sunday and Dakota step closer. Something tells us they 
found their man.

INT. SAN DIEGO - SAME

John and Claire Mitchell eat dinner in a restaurant 
overlooking the San Diego Gas Lamp District. 
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JOHN
I couldn’t find your name on the 
attendee list.

CLAIRE
It’s there.

JOHN
Dakota checked too.

CLAIRE
You two worried I wouldn’t show?

JOHN
I’m surprised you’re here at all.

John reaches down in his bag and pulls out the program. He 
turns to the list of attendees.

JOHN
No Mitchells.

She takes the book from him and turns a few pages. 

She picks up a pen, circles, and gives the book back to John.

JOHN
Natasha Hensley?

(thinking)
Miranda Chronicles.

CLAIRE
You’ve read her stuff?

JOHN
Graphic novels. Impressive artwork 
and a good story line. Too risque 
for the mass market.

CLAIRE
Thanks, I think.

JOHN
You are Natasha Hensley? 

CLAIRE
Don’t act so surprised.

JOHN
I had a whole different image of 
what you did when you went home.
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CLAIRE
Claire would never be able to have 
dinner with you. Natasha on the 
other hand... 

INT. HEADQUARTER HOTEL FOR COMIC CON - NIGHT

Dakota and Sunday are in a hotel room with Gregor. People run 
through the halls, having fun.

Sunday kisses him and pushes him to the bed. Gregor cannot 
believe his luck.

Sunday pulls rope from her purse. Gregor is a kinky fellow, 
so plays along.

She ties his arms to the bed in his elf costume and 
blindfolds him. 

Dakota immediately heads for his laptop. She installs 
software.

Sunday tickles Gregor. She grimaces when he wiggles.

She motions for Dakota to hurry. She rubs Gregor’s chest, 
kisses his cheek.

Dakota pulls the drive off the computer and gives her a 
thumbs-up.

Dakota is at the bed when Sunday removes the blindfold.

DAKOTA
You know we're only sixteen, right?

GREGOR KINDT
Ja, sixteen.

DAKOTA
You’re like, thirty?

GREGOR KINDT
Nein. Twenty-seven.

DAKOTA
It’s not legal. We have to go. 

(puts fingers to her lips)
We won’t tell anyone if you don’t.

GREGOR KINDT
(shouts in German accent)

You are -- prick teases!
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They grab their purses and walk out shutting the door behind 
them, leaving Gregor tied to the bed.

DAKOTA
Slut!

SUNDAY
Not like you!

Gregor lays there tied in his elf suit. 

INT. HEADQUARTER HOTEL FOR COMIC CON - NIGHT

John knocks on the door to Dakota’s hotel room. 

DAKOTA
Come in.

Dakota and Sunday sit innocently, watching TV.

JOHN
I told Sunday’s dad I would make 
sure you were in by ten. 

DAKOTA
Here we are.

JOHN
I’m meeting someone for a drink.

DAKOTA
Ms. Mitchell again?

JOHN
An author named Natasha Hensley.

SUNDAY
She writes those comic books where 
all the women have big boobs.

JOHN
Don’t know anything about it.

SUNDAY
Sure, Mr. Treanor.

JOHN
Good night, girls.

John closes the door behind him.

Dakota shows Sunday her laptop.
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DAKOTA
He’s on-line and logging in.

Dakota holds her computer up.

INSERT - DAKOTA’S COMPUTER

We see an exact reproduction of Gregor’s desktop. It reads 
“Abington Industries.”

SUNDAY
(O.S.)

Do you really think he’s the one?

DAKOTA
(O.S.)

We’ll see.

The girls watch as Gregor fills in his login information and 
presses return.

A warning comes up on the screen, ‘Malicious software 
installed. Press Return to begin scanning.’

DAKOTA
(O.S.)

Don’t press!

SUNDAY
(O.S.)

What?

DAKOTA
(O.S.))

He found the software.

They watch the computer go through the scan

Gregor presses the button to clean the computer and the 
screen goes blank. Their connection is severed.

BACK TO SCENE

SUNDAY
You mean all that acting like a 
slut was wasted?

DAKOTA
You were enjoying it.

SUNDAY
So were you.
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DAKOTA
We’re not talking about me!

SUNDAY
What do you think Abington 
industries does?

Dakota begins typing.

INT. JOHN’S BMW HEADED TO VENTURA - DAY

John is in the car with Dakota and Sunday.

JOHN
Enjoy the conference.

DAKOTA
Mostly. Did you see Ms. Mitchell at 
all?

JOHN
I’m more interested in this Natasha 
Hensley.

INT. VENTURA BEACH HOME - NIGHT

The housekeeper serves dinner to Luke, Katherine Becker, John 
and Dakota. Katherine’s attractive face and her English 
accent make her a novelty.

Sara walks in from work, notices Luke’s date. 

JOHN
I thought you were working late.

SARA
We were done early. Who’s this?

JOHN
Katie. She’s Luke’s friend -- a new 
student at the Tae Kwon School. 

Sara sits, and Carmen brings her a plate.

SARA
Where you from?

KATHERINE BECKER
London. I work for a large UK food 
distributor.
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SARA
How long have you been in 
California?

KATHERINE BECKER
Little over two weeks.

SARA
Seen anything yet?

KATHERINE BECKER
A few places with Luke.

SARA
I’m going shopping in LA tomorrow. 
You want to come?

Katherine nods yes, looks at Luke.

LUKE
I’m not much for shopping.

SARA
Katie can come with me.

Katherine nods affirmatively to Sara. She's getting 
intertwined with this family, way too fast. 

INT. VENTURA BODY SHOP - DAY

John walks around the Challenger checking out the new paint 
job. EDDIE (35) the body man, narrates the improvements. 

EDDIE
Looks great, right?

JOHN
Gotta admit.

EDDIE
Rebored all eight cylinders and 
replaced the carb. Your horsepower 
is back for the moment. I don’t 
know why you just don’t replace the 
engine.

JOHN
That’s his heart. 

EDDIE
Gonna nickel and dime you to death.
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JOHN
I’ll cope.

EDDIE
Big disc brakes all around, run-
flat tires like you wanted -- we 
installed the sway bars.

JOHN
How much do I owe you?

EDDIE
(laughing)

A lot.

EXT. VENTURA BODY SHOP - DAY

John drives the car out of the shop. It roars like a lion 
when he accelerates. A wide smile fills his face.

INT. CENGENE INCORPORATED - DAY

John sits across from Roger McMillan. John has a giant 
ultramodern CEO office. 

ROGER MCMILLAN
Not antibody - ‘Ab’ stands for 
Abington.

JOHN
Abington Industries?

ROGER MCMILLAN
(nods)

It was Abbey’s pet project.

JOHN
What’s Ab 395? 

ROGER MCMILLAN
A proprietary vaccine mixture. 
Measles, Mumps, Rubella. 

(beat)
Abington supplies SBH.

JOHN
SBH?

ROGER MCMILLAN
Society for the Betterment of 
Humans -- Humankind -- some 
nonsense like that. 
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(thinking)
They had that trouble in Africa.

JOHN
Trouble?

ROGER MCMILLAN
Relief workers gunned down across 
Zambia.

JOHN
Didn’t the Zambian Vice President 
just die? 

ROGER MCMILLAN
Banana allergy. 

JOHN
They thought he was poisoned, but 
everyone else ate the same food. 

ROGER MCMILLAN
Real bastard -- guess the bad karma 
came back to bite him.

JOHN
Or he was poisoned.

EXT. VENTURA BEACH HOME - DAY

John and Dakota are loading the Challenger.

DAKOTA
Can’t we take the BMW?

JOHN
The BMW isn’t right for this trip. 
I don’t trust that damn car anymore 
anyway.

DAKOTA
We won’t make it in this thing.

JOHN
Don’t you be talking about my boy.

DAKOTA
It smells.

JOHN
I’ll leave it to you when I die.
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DAKOTA
Okay Kowalski, let’s go.

JOHN
I want to get to Vegas in time to 
sit by the pool.

DAKOTA
No drinking.

MONTAGE - DAKOTA TRAVELS TO SOUTH DAKOTA WITH HER FATHER

-- EXT. NEVADA DESERT - DAY -- The Challenger passes the 
“Welcome to Las Vegas” sign. 

-- EXT. HOOVER DAM - DAY -- John and Dakota stand overlooking 
the dam spillways. John is pointing and explaining.

-- EXT. SALT LAKE CITY, UT - NIGHT -- John and Dakota watch 
the Mormon Tabernacle Choir.

-- EXT. CASPER, WY - DAY -- Dakota stands outside the 
Challenger, pumping gas while her dad checks the oil. There 
is not much to the town of Casper. 

-- INT. DINER IN GILLETTE, WY - DAY -- John and Dakota eat 
apple pie with vanilla ice cream in a Midwest diner.

-- EXT. BLACK HILLS, SD - DAY -- The Challenger passes by a 
sign that reads, “Deadwood, SD - 40 miles”

-- EXT. STURGIS, SD - DAY -- Dakota leans against the 
Challenger, waiting for her father to come out of the “Road 
Iron Grill.” Dakota pulls her hair back in a black bandana, 
biker chick style.

-- EXT. OUTSIDE STURGIS, SD - DAY -- Harley-Davidsons pass 
them on the highway headed to Rapid City. The bikers inspect 
the Challenger and give them the thumbs up. Dakota waves to 
each. She's feeling her roots.

-- EXT. RAPID CITY, SD - DAY -- The Challenger pulls up to a 
rustic looking log cabin that overlooks a lake. 

END MONTAGE

INT. SOUTH DAKOTA LOG CABIN - NIGHT

John and Dakota are cleaning up after dinner.
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JOHN
Where should we go tomorrow?

DAKOTA
I want to save the Badlands for 
last. 

JOHN
How about Crazy Horse?

DAKOTA
Hasn’t changed since the last time.

JOHN
I still want to go.

DAKOTA
I don’t know why you like it there 
so much.

JOHN
I just do.

DAKOTA
You say that about everything when 
we’re here.

JOHN
Don’t you think this place feels 
different?

DAKOTA
Mom’s here. This place feels sad.

JOHN
You don’t like it.

DAKOTA
I’ll bring my kids here someday.

JOHN
Tomorrow - Crazy Horse.

EXT. SOUTH DAKOTA LOG CABIN - DAY

John and Dakota pull up in the Challenger. There are two more 
cars.

JOHN
Who’s this?

DAKOTA
I don’t recognize the cars.
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They see Luke come out onto the porch.

JOHN
Your brother. 

John and Dakota get out of the car.

JOHN
I thought you couldn’t make it.

LUKE
We decided to surprise you.

JOHN
Sara here too?

LUKE
Hope you don’t mind. I brought a 
friend.

John steps up on the porch and into the cabin. 

Sara, and Catherine Becker sit at the table playing cards. 

JOHN
What a wonderful surprise!

INT. SOUTH DAKOTA LOG CABIN - DAY

John brings steaks in from the grill. Everyone helps bring 
food to the table.

JOHN
Dakota, would you say the prayer?

DAKOTA
Mom’s favorite

She folds her hands and bows her head. Everyone follows.

DAKOTA
May the peace of God descend upon 
us as we receive his bounty, and 
may our hearts be filled with love 
for one another. Amen. 

INT. SOUTH DAKOTA LOG CABIN - DAY

They're talking, eating and drinking.

Katherine looks around at the cabin and out the picture 
window at the lake.
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KATHERINE BECKER
How long have you owned this cabin?

JOHN
Abbey’s great, great grandfather 
built it the first year he was 
married.

KATHERINE BECKER
What did he do for a living?

JOHN
Came for the gold rush. Gold was 
mostly gone by then, so he worked 
in lumber. 

KATHERINE BECKER
Who did he marry?

JOHN
A Sioux Lakota woman.

KATHERINE BECKER
A Native American?

She inspects Luke.

LUKE
I’m like 1/32 Native American. 
Don’t expect any rain dances. 

KATHERINE BECKER
(impressed)

We’re in the same house they lived 
in all those years ago?

LUKE
(joking)

Did I mention that Crazy Horse is 
my great grandfather?

DAKOTA
He is not. 

LUKE
Better tell the rest of the trivia.

Dakota stays quiet.

KATHERINE BECKER
Is it interesting?

LUKE
One of us was conceived here.

82.



Dakota shakes her head in disgust.

JOHN
Abbey’s doctor said she couldn’t 
have any more children. Ten years 
and then, a miracle.

INT. SOUTH DAKOTA LOG CABIN - NIGHT

John cleans dishes with Sara and Dakota

JOHN
Where’s the artist this week?

SARA
His name is Kyle.

JOHN
I’m being stupid - I know his name. 
I need to do a better job getting 
to know him

(sincere)
Too bad he was busy.

SARA
(angry)

He wasn’t busy. He wouldn’t come.

DAKOTA
You can tell him he didn’t miss 
much progress on Crazy Horse.

SARA
I don’t want to talk about Kyle.

(changes subject)
You getting a lot of work done at 
Cengene?

JOHN
I keep getting distracted by your 
mother’s old files.

SARA
What files?

JOHN
Some philanthropic work. Forecasts 
of what would happen if you 
improved the health of African 
women. 

SARA
Hospitals and clinics?
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JOHN
No, vaccines.

DAKOTA
They said in school that vaccines 
are freely available in Africa. Is 
this a special one?

JOHN
Cengene didn’t know exactly what 
was in there. For some organization 
called the Society for the 
Betterment of Mankind.

DAKOTA
Betterment of Humankind. SBH. 

JOHN
How’d you know that?

DAKOTA
The news. 

JOHN
Your mom was meeting with someone 
named Camilla Abington. They 
support SBH.

DAKOTA
(surprised)

Like as in Abington Industries?

JOHN
Did she mention her?

DAKOTA
That building we broke into in 
Geneva. That was Abington!

SARA
You didn’t actually break in? 

DAKOTA
No, we did, Dad too.

JOHN
How did you find out it was 
Abington?

DAKOTA
Sunday and I met a man at Comic 
Con.
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JOHN
I knew you weren’t there just to 
dress as anime.

DAKOTA
You saw that?

JOHN
Natasha Hensley did.

SARA
She writes those comics books where 
all the girls have big boobs.

(beat)
How do you know her?

JOHN
Long story.

INT. SOUTH DAKOTA LOG CABIN - DAY

Luke is outside with Katherine loading the car - in love. 

Dakota sees them acting like teenagers. She rolls her eyes.

JOHN
Put that computer away. We’re 
leaving for Custer soon.

DAKOTA
More buffalo?

JOHN
More buffalo!

A picture loads slowly on Dakota’s computer screen.

DAKOTA
The internet is so slow here.

JOHN
What are you working on? 

DAKOTA
Trying to find out about this 
Camilla Abington.

JOHN
Take a break. 

John walks away.
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The picture appears of Camilla Abington with members of her 
staff.

Dakota magnifies. A young woman is standing next to Camilla 
that she recognizes.

She looks out the picture window. Katherine packs alone now.

Dakota looks again at the picture.

She stands quickly, walks purposely to the door and out to 
Katherine.

She pulls her hand back and punches Katherine in the face, 
knocking her to the ground. Katherine jumps to her feet, 
hands up.

KATHERINE BECKER
What was that about?

Dakota kicks her a few more times. Katherine defends herself, 
but is hit hard.

Dakota waits for her to counter, but she does not.

DAKOTA
Fight back so I can kill you.

KATHERINE BECKER
I won’t.

Dakota attacks her again. Katherine backs away. Dakota is on 
top of her now swinging. Katherine only defends herself.

Luke yanks Dakota from Katherine and throws her into a hedge 
on the side of the house.

LUKE
Lunatic!

John runs from the porch to sort it out.

Luke pulls Katherine to her feet. 

DAKOTA
You came here? Ate dinner with us?

Dakota has righted herself and is back on top of Katherine.

John grabs Dakota. Pulls her away.

JOHN
Stop it!

86.



DAKOTA
(to Katherine)

Were you going to kill us too?

JOHN
What?

DAKOTA
On my computer. She’s standing next 
to Camilla Abington.

LUKE
What are you talking about?

DAKOTA
Are you here to kill us?

KATHERINE BECKER
I was sent to protect you.

Dakota does a double take. This is the one thing she did not 
expect. 

LUKE
My mother’s death wasn’t an 
accident?

KATHERINE BECKER
I don’t know. I don’t. You have to 
believe me.

INT. SOUTH DAKOTA LOG CABIN - DAY

The Treanor’s are sitting at a table facing Katherine Becker. 
She holds ice against her eye.

Dakota is enraged; John is puzzled, and Luke is heartbroken.

The laptop is open on the table.

JOHN
Why are you here?

KATHERINE BECKER
To observe and protect.

JOHN
Protect against what?

KATHERINE BECKER
Something like Abigail.
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JOHN
You’ve been spying on us?

KATHERINE BECKER
My boss feels like she can’t depend 
on corporate intelligence.

JOHN
Why does Abington care?

KATHERINE BECKER
Abigail signed an agreement with 
Corporate Integrity. We can legally 
monitor your activities.

JOHN
Corporate integrity?

KATHERINE BECKER
Anyone whose actions could hurt the 
company agrees to be watched. 

JOHN
They spy on everyone?

KATHERINE BECKER
We sever ties with anyone that 
could damage the company.

DAKOTA
Were you part of the Geneva office?

KATHERINE BECKER
No.

DAKOTA
Sure.

Katherine takes the ice off her black eye and glares.

KATHERINE BECKER
I should have kicked your princess 
ass when we were outside. 

DAKOTA
Come on!

JOHN
Enough! Where do we go from here?

KATHERINE BECKER
We figure out whether someone 
murdered your wife.
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JOHN
We’ll go to the police.

KATHERINE BECKER
Where did that get you the first 
time?

JOHN
We know about Abington now.

KATHERINE BECKER
Abigail wasn’t innocent. You want 
that on the front page?

DAKOTA
Manipulative bitch!

KATHERINE BECKER
Hide your head under your magical 
unicorn pillow if you want. 

JOHN
Abington 395?

KATHERINE BECKER
Where did you hear that?

JOHN
No more details until we know we 
can trust you?

INT. VENTURA BEACH HOME - DAY

John and Dakota step from an Airport Shuttle.

They walk into the house and say hello to the dogs. 

Dakota sets her bags down in the kitchen and sits.

DAKOTA
Can we trust Katherine?

JOHN
No way to know.

DAKOTA
Then cut her loose.

JOHN
Sounds cool, but no.

DAKOTA
She could go right to her boss.
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JOHN
I believe her story.

DAKOTA
She’s using Luke.

JOHN
I think she loves Luke.

DAKOTA
Loves?

JOHN
I was watching them -- before you 
freaked out.

DAKOTA
She deserved it.

JOHN
We need to find evidence. It could 
have been an accident.

DAKOTA
Someone is trying very hard to 
destroy the evidence.

JOHN
Let’s make some.

DAKOTA
What?

JOHN
See who come sniffing around.

(beat)
One other thing.

DAKOTA
What’s that?

JOHN
You know a European university 
student that might give us a hand?

DAKOTA
Eugen--

(looks suspicious)
Why?

JOHN
See if he wants to come to London.
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INT. ABINGTON INDUSTRIES - DAY

Lawrence Padbury sits in his office at a large computer.

INSERT – LAWRENCE’S COMPUTER SCREEN, which reads:

“Cytokine Storms Observed from Allergic Reactions to Common 
Foods” by Helmut Keiter, Hans Fredenburg and William Straus, 
Free University of Berlin.” 

INT. LOS ANGELES POLICE DEPARTMENT - DAY

Luke works at his computer. 

INSERT – LUKE’S COMPUTER SCREEN, which reads:

“CASE NO. 10756 - Abigail Treanor”

He presses return.

“CASE REOPENED FOR ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION”

“Description: An anomaly was observed in the on-board 
computer control software. Investigating of a possible 
defect.” 

INT. ABINGTON INDUSTRIES - NIGHT

Lawrence Padbury sits again in his office at a large computer 
terminal.

INSERT – LAWRENCE’S COMPUTER SCREEN, which reads:

“Intelligence Report - Abigail Treanor”

“Ventura County Citizen’s Journal - The Los Angeles Police 
Department has reopened the investigation into the crash of 
Abigail Treanor due to a suspected fault in the vehicles on-
board computer.” 

INT. BRITISH AIRWAYS FLIGHT - DAY

John sits with Dakota on a flight to the UK.

JOHN
You should think about getting a 
summer job like a normal teenager.
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INT. ROSEWOOD LONDON HOTEL - DAY

John speaks on his phone.

JOHN
I’d like to speak with Camilla 
Abington?

(listens)
It’s John Treanor.

(listens)
I’m sure she would want to speak to 
me. Could you tell her it concerns 
Abigail Treanor? I’m staying at the 
Rosewood. 

(listens)
Have her call me, Thanks.

INT. LONDON RESTAURANT - DAY

John sits across from Camilla Abington.

JOHN
Abington’s involved in activities 
you don’t want to go public.

CAMILLA ABINGTON
What activities?

JOHN
Sterilizing seven percent of 
Africa. Maybe an assassination or 
two. 

CAMILLA ABINGTON
What proof do you have?

JOHN
Clinical trial reports.

CAMILLA ABINGTON
What do you plan to do?

JOHN
Was Abbey involved?

CAMILLA ABINGTON
Maybe.

JOHN
Abbey’s death wasn’t an accident. I 
know you think as much.

A man sits at the bar taking pictures.
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CAMILLA ABINGTON
It may be in my interest to help 
you, but not without concessions.  

JOHN
I have enough information to go to 
the police.

CAMILLA ABINGTON
And yet, you haven’t.

INT. LONDON INTERNATIONAL BIOTECH CONFERENCE - DAY

Eugen sets up a large colored poster at a scientific meeting. 
Many other scientists present posters in a large ballroom.  

Poster Title: “Cytokine Storms Observed from Allergic 
Reactions to Common Foods” by Helmut Keiter, Hans Fredenburg 
and William Straus, Free University of Berlin” 

Eugen smooths the poster then turns to a briefcase next to 
the poster. He adjusts a lens.

Eugen pulls his phone out and can see his face in the screen 
from the vantage of the floor.

He puts the phone away and stands in front of the poster. 

Many people wander by during the first hour.

Lawrence Padbury walks up and spends time reading the poster.

He steps back and starts asking Eugen questions.

LAWRENCE PADBURY
I was hoping to read more about 
these samples from Kenneth Seka.

EUGEN
Ja, samples inconsistent with 
endogenous cytokine activation.

LAWRENCE PADBURY
Not an allergy?

EUGEN
You would have to talk to Dr. 
Straus. I am just an undergraduate.

LAWRENCE PADBURY
I was unable to find contact 
information for any of the authors.  
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EUGEN
Ja. Adjunct Professors

Lawrence looks at the poster again and then at Eugen. He 
considers the young man for a moment and has a revelation. 

LAWRENCE PADBURY
There are no samples for Seka.

EUGEN
You must speak with Dr. Straus.

Lawrence looks suspiciously around the ballroom, at the 
poster and down at the case. He speaks to the case.

LAWRENCE PADBURY
You don’t know who you're playing 
with.

Lawrence reaches into his pocket and pulls out a card and 
hands it to Eugen, looks back down at the camera.

LAWRENCE PADBURY
Call the number before you and your 
family are in over your heads.

He now looks at Eugen.

LAWRENCE PADBURY
I’d roll this poster up and make 
sure John Treanor gets my message.

Eugen watches him walk away silently.

INT. LONDON RESTAURANT - DAY

John sits across from Camilla Abington, finishing their 
conversation.

CAMILLA ABINGTON
I can get her access to the systems 
and show her what to look for.

JOHN
What if she cannot find anything?

CAMILLA ABINGTON
We keep looking.

Camilla pulls a card with hand-written information and an 
electronic key fob. Slides it to John. She holds her hand on 
it.
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CAMILLA ABINGTON
And we have a deal?

JOHN
As long as Abbey’s involvement is 
not made public.

John takes the items and places them in his pocket. 

CAMILLA ABINGTON
The shareholder’s meeting is 
tomorrow at one.

INT. ROSEWOOD LONDON HOTEL - DAY

John, Eugen, and Dakota are viewing the video of Lawrence 
Padbury on John’s laptop. 

Dakota holds Eugen’s hand while they look on. The card and 
the key fob sit next to John’s computer.

EUGEN
He sent a chill up my spine. 

DAKOTA
He’s pretty sure of himself.

JOHN
I’ll try to buy you some time.

Dakota fingers the key fob.

DAKOTA
Let’s see what I can find out.

JOHN
Assume he’s smarter than you. 

DAKOTA
I doubt it. 

Dakota types on her computer.

JOHN
Eugen, I’d go back to Berlin. It’s 
safer.

EUGEN
(looks at Dakota)

I told my parents I would be at the 
Biotech Conference for a week. 
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JOHN
Then you're coming to the meeting 
tomorrow. None of us can afford to 
let our guard down. This man has 
unlimited resources.

Dakota types more.

DAKOTA
Not anymore.

JOHN
What do you mean?

DAKOTA
I just cancelled his credit cards.

John dials his cell phone.

INT. LONDON RESTAURANT - DAY

John and Lawrence sit in the same restaurant at the same 
table where he met Camilla.

LAWRENCE PADBURY
I assume this table is suitable?

JOHN
Why would you assume that?

LAWRENCE PADBURY
Let’s not play games Mr. Treanor.

JOHN
It’s Dr. Treanor actually.

He sets an electronic device down on the table.

LAWRENCE PADBURY
This will prevent any electronic 
surveillance - recording.

JOHN
Who would be interested in what we 
say?

The waitress comes, and John orders a coffee. Lawrence 
Padbury orders tea.

LAWRENCE PADBURY
Dr. Treanor, you’re a man who has 
made good decisions in life.

(beat)
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Take your daughter home. Forget 
about this nonsense.

JOHN
Not until I know how my wife died.

LAWRENCE PADBURY
Maybe she got in over her head. 
Does it matter?

JOHN
Call me crazy.

LAWRENCE PADBURY
You’d put your family in danger?

JOHN
I’ll get to the bottom of this.

LAWRENCE PADBURY
I’ll ask you again, go home. 

The waitress brings them their drinks.

JOHN
I don’t know that it’s any of your 
business, unless you're involved. 

LAWRENCE PADBURY
Are you willing to lose another 
family member over this?

JOHN
Sounds like a threat.

John gets up. Lawrence Padbury watches him silently.

JOHN
Larry, I’ll let you get the check.

John leaves and Lawrence Padbury waves to the waitress. He 
hands her his credit card. 

He watches John walk out of the restaurant.

The waitress comes back with his card.

WAITRESS
I’m sorry Mr. Padbury, but your 
card has been declined.

He pulls out his wallet and gives her another one. She leaves 
and comes back again.
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WAITRESS
I’m sorry sir; the second card you 
gave me was reported stolen. I had 
to confiscate it according to the 
company’s policy. Do you have 
another way to pay? 

LAWRENCE PADBURY
I don’t carry cash.

WAITRESS
I’ll have to get the manager.

LAWRENCE PADBURY
Go ahead.

He stares with quiet rage toward the door where John just 
left. He glances at his watch -- it’s time to go.

INT. LONDON RESTAURANT - DAY

The table where Lawrence and John were sitting is now empty.

The waitress returns with the manager. Lawrence Padbury’s 
Rolex sits on top of the check.

INT. STARBUCKS COFFEE SHOP - DAY

Dakota has her laptop in front of her. John watches Lawrence 
get into his car through binoculars.

JOHN
He drives a Faradyne.

DAKOTA
Like Sunday’s parents? 

JOHN
Same year. 

Dakota loads the Faradyne website on her computer.

INT. ABINGTON INDUSTRIES - DAY

Lawrence looks at his computer. He sees the agenda slot for 
John Treanor at the afternoon shareholder’s meeting.  

Picks up the phone.
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I/E. AUDI SEDAN - DAY

John, Dakota and Eugen pull away from their hotel in a car 
they have hired to drive them to Cambridge. 

Another car with three men inside pulls out and follows them.

John sits in the passenger seat fingering a memory stick. 
Dakota and Eugen are in the back.

DAKOTA
Will they get arrested right away?

JOHN
Shortly after, I think.

DAKOTA
And it won’t involve Mom?

JOHN
I hope not.

John checks streets on the car’s navigation screen. The 
screen resets.

The driver fiddles with the controls. 

JOHN
Does that happen a lot?

DRIVER
It’s been twitchy the last hour.

John looks back at Dakota. He puts his finger to his lips to 
make sure they stay quiet. He points to the voice recognition 
symbol on the instrument cluster.

DRIVER
Wha?

John puts his finger up to his mouth again and then motions 
him to wait.

Dakota looks behind them.

She pulls a pad from her backpack and write’s, “Car is 
following us. Recognize from outside hotel.” 

John looks up and sees the Waterloo station sign. He gets the 
pad from Dakota, and writes, “Drop us off at Waterloo Station 
quickly, so no one sees - no talking.” 
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He takes cash out of his wallet, presses it to the front of 
the note and hands it to the driver. He puts his finger up to 
his lips again. 

Dakota types on her laptop.

The limo stops as it rounds a corner. They dive out, stand 
and walk calmly into the crowd.

JOHN
You get the tickets?

DAKOTA
Ten-thirty train to Cambridge.

JOHN
You need my credit card?

DAKOTA
(points to her head)

I have it.

The limo continues through the station and then back into 
London. The other car follows.

INT. ABINGTON INDUSTRIES - DAY

Lawrence sits at a computer terminal, speaking into his cell 
phone.

LAWRENCE PADBURY
They must have gotten out at the 
train station.

Lawrence types on his computer.

LAWRENCE PADBURY
They're on the ten thirty train to 
Cambridge. It’s a change of plan 
now.

(listens)
We physically intercept them at 
Stevenage.

(listens)
The train will be late today.

INT. TRAIN TO CAMBRIDGE - DAY

John, Dakota and Eugen sit on the train. Dakota has her 
laptop open, scanning schedules.
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DAKOTA
Something’s wrong.

JOHN
Now what?

DAKOTA
Each stop is two minutes longer.

JOHN
We’ll get there on time.

DAKOTA
Someone is doing this on purpose.

JOHN
To catch the train?

DAKOTA
Yes.

Dakota looks at the time on her computer.

DAKOTA
Exactly eight minutes now.

The train starts.

DAKOTA
We need to get off. Eugen, can we 
use your card? 

JOHN
I promise to pay you back.

Eugen hands her a credit card. Dakota types.

DAKOTA
We get off at Stevenage - head back 
to London, then Cambridge again. 
It’ll be close.

EXT. STEVENAGE RAIL STATION - DAY

The chasing car pulls into Stevenage Station.

The men walk to the train platform as the train slows.

Dakota, John and Eugen walk out the other side. They just 
make it into the train going South. 

They see men standing in the door of their old train. They 
know these are the men who were looking for them.
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JOHN
Just in time.

DAKOTA
Two stations and then back North.

JOHN
Let’s mix it up and get off before 
Cambridge.

DAKOTA
Can we trust Camilla Abington?

JOHN
I hope. 

INT. STEVENAGE RAIL STATION - DAY

Lawrence Padbury’s HENCHMAN 1 talks on the phone.

HENCHMAN 1
They’re not here.

LAWRENCE PADBURY
Damn it! Head to Cambridge now. 
They get nowhere near that meeting.

HENCHMAN 1
Yes sir.

INT. LETCHWORTH RAIL STATION - DAY

John, Eugen and Dakota hail a Taxi outside the train station.

John waves off the first two that stop and they get in the 
third.

CABBIE
Where you goin then?

JOHN
Cambridge.

CABBIE
Train goes up there.

JOHN
We want to see the sights. 

CABBIE
Suit yourself. Expensive though.
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The cabbie looks in the mirror.

CABBIE
I’ve seen your picture. You an 
author?

JOHN
Yes.

CABBIE
My son read your book. Mark Miller 
or something.

JOHN
That’s me. It’s Matt Miller.

CABBIE
He said the second book wasn’t as 
good as the first.

JOHN
I’ve heard. Give me your card, and 
I’ll send him a free copy of the 
third.

CABBIE
Can you autograph it?

JOHN
Certainly

EXT. CAMBRIDGE MEDIA AND CONFERENCE CENTER - DAY

The cab enters Cambridge.

JOHN
Can you stop for a moment?

The cab pulls over.

JOHN
We want to surprise some people. 
I’m going to pay you now - a lot.

John hands him cash. The cabbie counts it.

CABBIE
Bloody hell! What do you need me to 
do?
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JOHN
Don’t stop for anyone. A rear door 
of the conference center will be 
open. We need to get as close as 
possible to that door.

CABBIE
Is this something you’re writing 
about?

JOHN
You could say that. 

CABBIE
Good story to tell my son.

They pull out onto the road, heading to the conference 
center. 

The come to a gate with a parked car and men.

CABBIE
There is a checkpoint up ahead

EUGEN
Same car that was following us.

CABBIE
They following you?

JOHN
We need to get to the back without 
stopping.

CABBIE
Get down -- leave that to me.

The cab drives to the gate. Lawrence Padbury’s HENCHMAN 2 
waits.

CABBIE
Here for a pick-up.

HENCHMAN 2
Okay.

(looks in back)
That’s them!

The cabbie skids the tires forward. He has a good head start.

JOHN
I just texted Camilla. She said 
she’s opening the door.
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CABBIE
They’re right behind us.

They're now in the back of the building and no doors are 
open.

CABBIE
No open doors!

DAKOTA
Is this a trap?

JOHN
There it is.

A green door in front of them swings open.

The Cabbie races to it, skids to a stop.

They all jump out including the Cabbie and rush to the door.

JOHN
(to the Cabbie)

You didn’t need to come.

CABBIE
You want me to stay out there?

JOHN
Good point.

The steel door shuts behind them. They walk down a nicely 
appointed hallway to a large auditorium.

CAMILLA ABINGTON
You’re late.

JOHN
Some trouble.

CAMILLA ABINGTON
Lawrence’s men. You get what we 
need?

JOHN
Dakota found enough. 

CAMILLA ABINGTON
Remember our agreement.

They enter the auditorium. Camilla takes the memory stick 
from John and walks to the speaker at the podium.

The speaker steps aside and lets Camilla speak.
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CAMILLA ABINGTON
I am sorry to interrupt. We have 
some late breaking news from our 
guest speaker today. Author, John 
Treanor.

The interruption stuns the audience, but they clap as John 
walks onto the stage.

His slides are visible on the screen. Caroline Abington 
stands at a center microphone. 

CAROLINE ABINGTON
I object to this interruption.

John now has the podium.

JOHN
I think this is something the 
Abington shareholders will be 
interested in hearing.

John changes the slide and the faces of three African leaders 
are on the screen along with pictures of their corpses.

JOHN
Ms. Abington, while you’re at the 
microphone, can you tell me why 
Abington shareholders should care 
about these three dead dictators?

CAROLINE ABINGTON
I have no idea.

JOHN
We have traced financial payments 
from you to organizations involved 
in generating biological poisons. 

CAROLINE ABINGTON
This is a lie.

John changes the slide. It shows an e-mail.

JOHN
We were able to decrypt 
communications concerning the most 
recent assassination of Kenneth 
Seka from you and Mr. Lawrence 
Padbury.
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CAROLINE ABINGTON
Kenneth Seka was the most notorious 
criminal in Africa. Are you trying 
to generate sympathy for this man?

JOHN
Did you kill him to protect the 
people in your organization?

CAROLINE ABINGTON
I did what I needed to do. 

JOHN
Did you order his death?

CAROLINE ABINGTON
No one in this organization has the 
balls to make that kind of 
decision.

JOHN
We have law enforcement here in the 
audience today. I will leave you 
with a copy of these documents we 
obtained legally which implicate 
both Caroline Abington and Lawrence 
Padbury in international crimes. I 
believe these people no longer have 
the financial interests of this 
company as their priority.

(beat)
There are men outside who tried to 
stop us from getting here. I hope 
they can be taken care of, so Mr. 
Dunham here can retrieve his cab

Caroline stands dumfounded. The police get up from the 
audience and escort her out the door.

John looks relieved, but sad.

CABBIE
My son will never believe this.

INT. ROSEWOOD LONDON HOTEL - DAY

John watches Dakota say goodbye to Eugen. They kiss and John 
seems okay with it.

Eugen walks up to him and shakes his hand.

EUGEN
Auf Wiedersehen, Dr. Treanor.
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JOHN
Come to California when you get the 
chance.

EUGEN
You have more adventures planned?

JOHN
I need to find more things to write 
about.

Eugen shakes his hand again and leaves.

DAKOTA
Daddy, let's go home.

JOHN
I’m ready when you are.

DAKOTA
No one will ever know how they 
killed mom.

JOHN
Caroline will be in jail for the 
rest of her life. Lawrence can’t 
avoid Interpol for long.

DAKOTA
What about the women in Africa who 
were sterilized?

JOHN
Camilla has agreed to discontinue 
the program.

DAKOTA
She gets away free?

JOHN
Your mother was involved.

DAKOTA
No one expected that it would be 
permanent in some of the women -- 
if it even is! 

JOHN
I don’t want the Foundation dragged 
into this. 
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INT. PARKING GARAGE - DAY

Dakota and John get off the elevator and walk to their car.

Another car moves silently toward them.

John notices the vehicle and the whispering silence of the 
motor.

JOHN
A Faradyne.

John makes the connection immediately. He pushes Dakota 
behind the rental car as the car speeds to them and sprays 
the rental car with silenced bullets. 

They jump to the next level of the garage. The car follows 
them, shooting.

JOHN
We found Lawrence!

John looks behind. The cars are parked close to the wall, so 
there is nowhere to hide.

DAKOTA
Are you sure?

JOHN
There are only so many of those 
cars.

DAKOTA
I need a minute. Can you distract 
him?

JOHN
How?

DAKOTA
Run!

JOHN
And leave you?

Dakota types on her laptop.

DAKOTA
Go now!

John runs across the garage. The car follows. Bullets riddle 
everything around him. 

Dakota types frantically.
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John is trapped. He's moments away from being shot.

The car inches closer to where he's crouched.

John looks for an escape route, but can find none. He gets 
ready to run and take his chances.

An outline of the car appears on Dakota’s laptop.

She types in 130 mph and presses ‘RETURN’.

INT. LAWRENCE PADBURY’S FARADYNE - DAY

The view moves to the inside of Lawrence Padbury’s car. 
Lawrence holds a machine gun. John’s reflection is in a car 
across from where he hides.

Lawrence smiles - he has him.

He creeps up slowly, gun ready, savoring the moment.

The on-board computer flashes. He looks down to see the 
cruise control engage. The dial scrolls to 130 mph.

It locks, and the vehicle accelerates into the cement wall of 
the parking garage.

John stands from his hiding place. Reaches into the window of 
the Faraday and pulls out the gun with two fingers. Lawrence 
moans, still alive.

Dakota walks up with her computer under her arm.

JOHN
Did you do that?

DAKOTA
Yes.

JOHN
You know how they killed your mom.

DAKOTA
Yes.

EXT. RAPID CITY, SD - DAY

John and Dakota are at the Easy Storage taking a padlock off 
the door. 

JOHN
You think it’ll start?
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DAKOTA
Of course.

He opens the door to show the Challenger parked in the 
storage unit.

JOHN
I just need to connect the battery.

John lifts up the hood and fiddles underneath for a while.

Dakota runs her hand along the roof of the car feeling its 
curves. 

JOHN
Watch your hands!

He waits for her to move away then shuts the hood.

They both get in. John puts the key in the ignition. 

JOHN
I hope it starts.

DAKOTA
It’s a 383 four-barrel. It will.

John smiles and turns the key. The engine coughs, then starts 
with a rumble.

DAKOTA
Told Ya.

John backs the car out of the storage.

He gets out to shut the storage door.

DAKOTA
I’ll drive.

JOHN
You sure?

DAKOTA
I won’t push too hard.

Before Dakota gets in the driver’s side, she pulls a black 
bandana from her pocket and ties her hair back. 

She's home.

FADE OUT.
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